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Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

MACS 334    Social, Cultural and Media Studies  4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Cultural Policy 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course examines public policy in Canada as it relates to culture. It explores government involvement in such 
areas as radio and television broadcasting, multiculturalism, pornography, and aboriginal media. 

Note: This course is offered as MACS 334 and SOC 334. Students may take only one of these for credit. 
 

PREREQUISITES: 45 credits, to include at least 6 credits of Sociology and/or MACS 
COREQUISITES: None 
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: SCMS 334        
(b) Cross-listed with: SOC 334        
(c) Cannot take: SOC 334 for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Once per year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1997 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2010 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Eric Spalding  
Department Head: Eric Spalding   Date approved: October 9, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 6, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Kloster   Date approved: January 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: January 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 29, 2010  
    



 

 

 

MACS 334 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 

OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 2) 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate a basic knowledge of policy analysis; 
• Identify how and why policy decisions are made; 
• Describe the decision-making process; 
• Explain why the government intervenes in cultural production in Canada; 
• List the government’s priorities in cultural policy matters; 
• Discuss the pros and cons of government involvement in cultural matters; 
• Identify the role that culture can play in nation-building; 
• Describe the history of the Canadian government’s involvement in supporting and regulating culture; 
• Assess the consequences of governmental intervention for Canadian culture as well as for Canadian society 

as a whole; 
• Discuss examples of government-supported culture in Canada. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

May vary by instructor, but typical methods would include: lectures, in-class discussions, group discussions, student-led 
activities, videos, music, practice tests. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Mackey, Eva. The House of Difference: Cultural Politics and National Identity in Canada. Toronto: University of Toronto 

Press, 2002. 
Nesbitt-Larking, Paul W. Politics, Society, and the Media, 2nd edition. Peterborough, Ontario: Broadview Press, 2007. 
Pal, Les. Beyond Policy Analysis: Public Issue Management in Turbulent Times, 3rd edition. Toronto: Nelson, 2006. 
Roth, Lorna. Something New in the Air: The Story of First Peoples Television Broadcasting in Canada. Montreal: 

McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2005. 
Sumner, L.W. The Hateful and the Obscene: Studies in the Limits of Free Expression. Toronto: University of Toronto 

Press, 2004. 
Wyman, Max. The Defiant Imagination: Why Culture Matters. Vancouver: Douglas & McIntyre, 2004. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

May vary by instructor. There are generally no unusual supplies required for this course. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Assignment one 15% 
Midterm exam 20% 
Assignment two 20% 
Final exam 25% 
Student-led activity 15% 
Participation   5% 
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COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

• An introduction to policy analysis. 
• Broadcasting policy in Canada:  

− A concise history; 
− Key issues; 
− The government’s role. 

• Multiculturalism and the state in Canada: 
− A concise history; 
− Key issues; 
− The government’s role. 

• The regulation of pornography in Canada: 
− A concise history; 
− Key issues; 
− The government’s role. 

• The state and aboriginal media in Canada: 
− A concise history; 
− Key issues; 
− The government’s role. 
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