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Course Code and Number: MACS 385 ‘ Number of Credits: 4 Course credit policy (105)

Course Full Title: Television and Social Values
Course Short Title: Television & Social Values

Faculty: Faculty of Social Sciences ‘ Department/School: Culture, Media, and Society

Calendar Description:

Students will focus on a particular television program, series, or universe and interrogate it with a socio-cultural lens. By taking a critical
approach to television, students will analyze programming as a text to uncover how meaning is created, transmitted, and received.

Note: This course is offered as MACS 385 and SOC 385. Students may take only one of these for credit.

Prerequisites (or NONE): 45 university-level credits including 6 credits of MACS and/or SOC.

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE): None

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE): { None

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.)
Former course code/number: SOC 399C

Cross-listed with: SOC 385

Equivalent course(s): SOC 385

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.)

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours

Lecture/seminar 60

Course Details

Special Topics course: No

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter
designations representing different topics.)

Directed Study course: No

Grading System: Letter Grades

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes
Expected frequency: Annually

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 25

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)

PLAR is available for this course.

Total hours 60

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: [XI No [] Yes

Transfer Credit (See bctransferquide.ca.)

Transfer credit already exists: No

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.)

Department approval Date of meeting: April 5, 2024
Faculty Council approval Date of meeting: May 3, 2024
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: October 25, 2024
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.)
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Locate television programming within the political-economic context of its conditions of production.

Evaluate a particular TV program’s contribution to contemporary popular culture.

Apply differing theoretical frameworks in the deconstruction of television programming, advertising, or news broadcasts.
Investigate television conventions through various genres including but not limited to sitcoms, dramas, reality TV, or horror.
Examine television portrayals of race, ethnicity, Indigeneity, gender, sexuality, identity, nationality, and class.

Analyze the narrative structures, visual aesthetics, and sound design of a specific television series.

Explore theories of audience reception, fan cultures, and transmedia or multiplatform storytelling.

Explain how theories and/or program content covered in the course can be viewed through a decolonizing lens.
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Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.)

Assignments: 40% | Final exam: 30% | Project: 30%

% % %

Details:

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor.

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER)
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.)

Type Author or description Title and publication/access details Year
1. Textbook Johnathan Bignell and Faye Woods  An Introduction to Television Studies. 4th Edition. Routledge. 2023
> Textbook John Alberti (editor) Leavm_g_SprlngfleId: The Simpsons and the Possibility of 2004
Oppositional Culture
3.

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)

No extraordinary supplies or materials required

Course Content and Topics

e History and socio-political context of the program

e Genre(s), audiences, and pop culture

e Analyzing narrative structures

e The role this program plays in framing, and being framed by, pop culture and social issues
e Portrayals of class, gender, racialization, sexuality, and Indigeneity

e Additional program themes and relevant theories



https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx

