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MACS 460 Social, Cultural and Media Studies 4

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Issues in the Information Society

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course explores the social, political, and cultural dimensions of information technology and what has come to be
known as the “information society”. Students will examine technology in relationship to a variety of social issues such
as the changing nature of: work, individual identity formation, social roles, democracy, privacy, and community.

Note: This course is offered as MACS 460 and SOC 460. Students may take only one of these for credit.

PREREQUISITES: 45 credits, to include at least 9 credits of Sociology and/or MACS.

COREQUISITES: None

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces: SCMS 460

(b) Cross-listed with; SOC 460

(c) Cannot take: SOC 460 for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 40 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 20 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 25

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Once per academic yeal
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes 1 No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes 1 No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Kathleen Galarneau, reviewed by Cheryl Dahl

Department Head: Eric Spalding Date approved: December 4, 2009
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: December 18, 2009
Curriculum Committee chair: Moira Kloster Date approved: January 15, 2010
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: January 15, 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: February 26, 2010
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

e Describe some of the key social and cultural complexities that flow from, and contribute to, the shifting forms,
deployments and experiences of information technologies.

e Describe the dominant discourses, past and present, which frame the development and integration of information
technologies in society — discourses which span a range from “techno-pessimist” to “techno-utopian”.

e critically assess the claims of “the information society”.

e Describe the relationship between information technologies and various selected spheres of human activity and
identity formation: e.g.’s work, “the market”, education, cultural production, consumerism, gender, surveillance,
and biological ethics.

e Assess information technologies with respect to the possibilities they provide for greater popular empowerment
and organization, on the one hand , and for more sophisticated methods of control or containment of popular
dissent, on the other.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures and tutorial-style discussions, collective news media analysis, as well as documentary videos and film clips.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

[] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
X Other (specify): Methods will be considered on a case-by-case basis.
[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

Castells, Manuel (2009) The Rise of the Network Society: Volume I: The Information Age: Economy, Society, and Culture,
With a New Preface, 2nd Edition

Goyder, John (2005) Technology and Society: A Canadian Perspective

Van Dijk, Jan (2006) The Network Society: Social Aspects of New Media

A course ware package containing readings from appropriate sources.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

Access to a computer with internet capability and connection; printer (for retrieving online articles).

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

In-class mid-term exam 20%
Group project/presentation 25%
Research Paper 30%
Take-home final exam 25%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Technology, Agency and Social Change: Introduction to Issues in the Information Society
The Social Construction of Technology

Technology and Modernity

The Information Revolution

Access, Control, and Ownership of Information

Technology and Work

Technology, Surveillance and Privacy

Technology, Culture, and Identity

Technology, Globalization, and Political Activism

Technology and Utopian/Dystopian Imaginaries
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