
 

 
ORIGINAL COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2018 

REVISED COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       

COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: (six years after GSC approval) November 2022 
Course outline form version: 09/15/14  

OFFICIAL GRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE FORM 

Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: MC 730 Number of Credits: 3 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Human Security, Rights, Citizenship, and the State 
Course Short Title (if title exceeds 30 characters):        

Faculty: Faculty of Social Sciences Department/School: Migration and Citizenship/School of Graduate Studies 

Calendar Description: 
 
This course provides a critical and theoretical analysis of rights, policies, and laws regarding the protection and security of refugees, 
migrants, and citizens in international and Canadian contexts. Particular attention will be paid to statecraft, borders, security, asylum, 
and settlement. 
 
 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  Admission to the Migration and Citizenship graduate certificate or diploma, or instructor's 
permission. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None  

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None  

Equivalent Courses (cannot be taken for additional credit) 
Former course code/number:       
Cross-listed with:       
Equivalent course(s):       
Note: Equivalent course(s) should be included in the calendar description by way of a note that students with credit for the equivalent course(s) cannot 
take this course for further credit. 

Total Hours: 39 
Typical structure of instructional hours:  

Lecture hours  
Seminars/tutorials/workshops 39 
Laboratory hours       
Field experience hours       
Experiential (practicum, internship, etc.)       
Online learning activities       
Other contact hours:             

Total 39 
 

Special Topics 
Will the course be offered with different topics? 

 Yes    No 
 

If yes, different lettered courses may be taken for credit: 
 No    Yes,       repeat(s)    Yes, no limit 

 

Note: The specific topic will be recorded when offered. 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 24 
 

Expected frequency of course offerings (every semester, 
annually, every other year, etc.): Every other year. 

Graduate Program Committee: Migration and Citizenship  Date approved:  November 2015 

Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)  Date of posting:  February 1, 2016 

Faculty Council approval Date approved:  April 22, 2016 

Dean(s): Jacqueline Nolte  Date approved:  April 2016 

Associate VP Graduate Studies: Adrienne Chan Date approved:  April 2016 

Senate Graduate Studies Committee  Date of meeting:  November 17, 2016 
  

http://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/secretariat/policies/Assignment-of-Course-Credit-(105).pdf
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Course Objective 
The overall purpose/rationale for this course is to develop a broad and sophisticated understanding of human security in relation to 
rights, citizenship, policy frameworks, and legal and state formations in international and Canadian migration contexts. 
  
Learning Outcomes 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Evaluate the implications of developments and patterns in international migration, such as the impacts of regional security 
conflicts and the recent surge in mixed migrants. 

• Analyze and discuss the roles of domestic and international actors in the formulation of laws and application of policies 
governing refugees, migrants, and citizens.   

• Evaluate the notion of security from multiple perspectives and with regard to multiple stakeholders (e.g. states, militaries, 
criminal justice institutions, transnational migrants, asylum seekers, children, publics, and private citizens). 

• Assess the scope, theoretical bases, and comparative aspects of international human and Canadian charter rights. 
• Identify and analyze the security and rights dimensions of a range of migration-associated policies and practices (e.g. 

multiculturalism, international aid and development). 
• Investigate and evaluate the complex relationships between borders, security, rights, settlement, citizenship, privacy, and 

identity. 
• Analyze and elucidate the shifting delineation and limits of security, rights, and citizenship discourses.  
• Develop and synthesize innovative ideas as to how states and organizations should respond to the complex challenges of 

terrorism, conflict, mixed migration, asylum, citizenship acquisition, etc. 
  
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

 Yes  No, PLAR cannot be awarded for this course because this course takes an multidisciplinary theoretical approach 

Typical Instructional Methods (guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.; may vary at department’s discretion) 
Lecture, seminar discussion, and where possible, guest lecturers and/or field trips.  

Grading system: Letter Grades:    Credit/No Credit:  Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: Yes    No  

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Text(s) and Resource Materials (if more space is required, download Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form) 
 Author (surname, initials) Title (article, book, journal, etc.) Current ed. Publisher Year 

1. Talani, L. S. & 
McMahon, S. Handbook of the International Political Economy of Migration   Edward Elgar  

Publishing 2015  

2. Bilgic A.   Rethinking Security in the Age of Migration   Routledge  2013 

3. Kupiszewski, M.  International Migration and the Future of Populations and 
Labour in Europe    Springer  2013 

4. Godwin-Gill, G. & 
McAdam, J.  The Refugee In International Law   Oxford University Press 2007 

5. Hurwitz, A.  The Collective Responsibility of States to Protect Refugees    Oxford University Press 2009  
 

Typical Evaluation Methods and Weighting 

Final exam:  20% Assignments:  60%  Midterm exam:      % Practicum:       % 

Quizzes/tests:      % Lab work:       % Field experience:      % Shop work:      % 

Seminar participation: 20% Other:      % Other:      % Total: 100% 

Details: Assignments and other course expectations will reflect the graduate nature of the course in both scope and assessment. 

Typical Course Content and Topics 
Week 1:  Introduction: States, Laws, Borders, Security, and Rights – Discourses, Paradigms, and  Practices 
Week 2:  International, National, and Regional Instruments and Agencies of Security and Protection  
Week 3:  The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and International Human Rights Law 
Week 4:  The Human Rights and Security Nexus of Involuntary Migrants 
Week 5:  Protecting the Rights of Asylum Seekers and Refugees  
Week 6:  The Rights of the Refugee Child  
Week 7:  Refugee Movements and International Aid  
Week 8:  International Regime against Human Trafficking 
Week 9:  Security, Religion and Terrorism  
Week 10:  Citizenship, Settlement, and Security 
Week 11:  Charter Rights and Human Security in the Canadian Context 
Week 12:  Settlement and Citizenship in the Canadian Context 
Week 13:  Role-Playing the politics of law making and implementation: a mock public forum  
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