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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT:  Nursing 
 NURS 203           6 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 
 Nursing Practice 
 COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Students will be given the opportunity to establish partnerships with individuals and families. Laboratory 
experiences will prepare students to effectively care for individuals in clinical settings. Students will care for 1-2 
individuals experiencing health/illness transitions in medical, surgical and pediatric acute care settings.      

 

 
PREREQUISITES: ENGL 105, NURS 120 
COREQUISITES: NURS 201, NURS 202 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 228  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:  
Lectures:     Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:  
Seminar:     Hrs    
Laboratory: 36 Hrs    
Field Experience:     Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:     Hrs    
Other (Specify):           Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 48  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: once per year 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2004 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED:       
(Four years after implementation date) (MMMM YY format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
              (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
              
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: November 26, 2003 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

At the conclusion of this course, students will  
 
1. Assess individual(s) experiencing health/illness transitions with acute illnesses. 
2. Assess family. 
3. Formulate and prioritize actual and potential nursing diagnoses. 
4. Recognize the individual and involved family members’ responses that reflect well-being. 
5. Prioritize, organize and perform nursing activities ensuring safety and comfort. 
6. Evaluate progress toward identified goals. 
7. Applies the helping process by: 

a. demonstrating an understanding of the meaning of the experience for the individual and involved family members. 
b. exemplifying professional caring. 
c. setting mutually defined goals. 
d. utilizing principles of teaching and learning. 

8. Participate as a member of the nursing team. 
9. Facilitate effective working relationships. 
10. Apply critical thinking skills and experiential knowledge to: 

a. Integrate theory into clinical practice. 
b. Identify and utilize resources. 
c. Reflect on the research process. 

11. Perform within the Standards for Nursing Practice. 
12. Identify ethical issues. 
13. Reflect on and evaluate own performance. 
14. Assume responsibility for seeking learning opportunities.      
 
METHODS: 

Lecture, discussion, group work      
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

To be determined      
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

Cavanaugh, B.M. (1999). Nurses’ manual of laboratory and diagnostic tests (3rd ed.). Philadephia: F.A. Davis. 
Curren, A. & Munday, L. (2000). Math for meds (8th ed.). San Diego: W.I. Publications. 
Deglin, J.H. & Vallerand, A.H. (2001). Davis’s drug guide for nurses (7th ed.). Philadelphia: F.A. Davis. 
Ignatavicius, D., Workman, M. & Mishler, M. (2002). Medical-surgical nursing. Critical thinking for collaborative care (4th ed.). Philadelphia: W.B. 
 Saunders. 
Jarvis, C. (2000). A pocket companion for physical examination and health assessment (3rd ed.). Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders. 
Lehne, R. (2001). Pharmacology for nursing care (4th ed.). Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders. 
Porth, C.M. (2001). Pathophysiology: Concepts of altered health (6th ed.). Philadelphia: J.B. LippinCott Company. 
Potter, P.A. & Perry, A.G. (2001). Canadian fundamentals of nursing (2nd ed.). Toronto: Mosby. 
Venes, D. (2001). Taber’s cyclopedic medical dictionary (19th ed.). Philadelphis: F.A. Davis. 
Wong, D.L. & Hockenberry-Eaton, M. (2001). Wong’s essentials of pediatric nursing (6th  ed.). Toronto: Mosby.      
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

none      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

Pass / Fail Grade 
1. Clinical Indicators 
2. Math quizzes 



 
3. Laboratory mid-term and final examination 
 - midterm 40% 
 - final 45% 
4. Clinical Assessment Assignment 15% 
5. Nursing Process Assignments 
 
In order to achieve the passing grade in NURS 203, students must achieve a satisfactory clinical evaluation, an overall mark of 60% on 
the laboratory exams and 90% on the math quizzes. Students will have three (3) opportunities to achieve the 90% math standard.      
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

1. Laboratory 
 - health assessment/physical examination 
 - surgical asepsis 
 - isolation 
 - injections 
 - dressings/sutures/clips 
 - closed and open drains 
 - specimen collection 
 - intravenous therapy 
 - urinary catheter insertion 
 - continuous and open bladder irrigation 
 
2. Clinical 

 Clinical experience on medical, surgical and pediatric nursing units in hospital settings. 
 Observational experiences in hospital settings.      

 
 


