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Course Code and Number: NURS 495 ‘ Number of Credits: 3 Course credit policy (105)

Course Full Title: Oncology Nursing Care and Practice
Course Short Title: Oncology Nursing Care & Pract

Faculty: Faculty of Health Sciences ‘ Department (or program if no department): School of Health Studies

Calendar Description:

Students will explore the area of oncology nursing care and practice while examining concepts of cancer care and the lived cancer
experience. Case studies and discussion will focus on carcinogenesis, treatment modalities, ethical concerns, and nursing care

requirements.

Note: Students with credit for NURS 491C cannot take this course for further credit.

Prerequisites (or NONE): Admission to the Bachelor of Science in Nursing and 60 credits of NURS and/or HSC.

Note: Students admitted to a Bachelor of Nursing program at another B.C. post-
secondary institution with 60 credits of NURS or equivalent can contact the School of
Health Studies for permission to register.

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.)
Former course code/number: NURS 491C

Cross-listed with:

Equivalent course(s):

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.)

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours

Lecture/seminar 45

Course Details

Special Topics course: No

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter
designations representing different topics.)

Directed Study course: No
(See policy 207 for more information.)

Grading System: Letter grades
Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes
Expected frequency: Annually

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 36

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)

PLAR is available for this course.

Total hours 45

Scheduled Laboratory Hours

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: [XI No [] Yes

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.)

Transfer credit already exists: No

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.)

Department approval:

Date of meeting: October 10, 2024

Faculty Council approval:

Date of meeting: October 25, 2024

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval

Date of meeting: December 13, 2024
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Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course students will be able to:

1. Explain the epidemiology of cancer from a local and national perspective.

2. ldentify presenting symptoms and the pathways utilized in the diagnosis of cancer.

3. Compare cancer treatments, treatment side effects, and cancer management strategies, and the nursing care involved

4. Integrate key aspects of the biology of cancer and the effect on body systems into oncology nursing practice.

5. Explore the role of the nurse in the cancer experience across individuals, families, diverse communities, Indigenous, and equity
seeking populations.

6. Examine the ethical, socio-political, and environmental influence that impact the planning and delivery of oncology nursing care.

7. Examine leadership and management skills in oncology nursing practice.

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.)

Assignments: 25% | Quizzes/tests/midterm: 25% | Final exam: 30%
Project: 20% % %
Details:

Assignments: self-evaluation on group facilitation and teaching presentation (25%)
Quizzes/tests/midterm: quizzes and mini assignment (10%), midterm exam (15%)
Project: poster, poster oral presentation, and abstract (20%)

Final exam: open book (30%)

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor.

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER)
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.)

Type Author or description Title and publication/access details Year

Indigenous cancer control. http://www.bccancer.bc.ca/our-

1. Indigenous knowledge BC Cancer ” : L 2024
services/services/indigenous-cancer-control
> Textbook Maloney-Newton, S., Mosby’s oncology nursing advisor. A comprehensive guide to 2024
) Hickey, M., & Brant, J. M.  clinical practice. (3rd edition). Elsevier Canada.
3. Online resource Canadian Cancer Society Can_ce_r statistics at a g_Iance. https://cancer.ca/en/research/cancer- 2024
statistics/cancer-statistics-at-a-glance
4. Online resource BC Cancer www.bccancer.ca

Improving Indigenous cancer journeys in BC: A road map.
https://www.fnha.ca/WellnessSite/WellnessDocuments/improving- 2017
indigenous-cancer-journeys-in-bc.pdf

First Nations Health

5. Indigenous knowledge Authority

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)

Multiple other online resources, videos, etc. Electronic course pack of selected readings and other resources on Blackboard.

Course Content and Topics

All modules use a framework called Carper’'s Ways of Knowing (the science, the art, the ethics, the personal, and the sociopolitical
ways of knowing in nursing). Each module explores all aspects of this framework but with a different focus along with integrating the
patient and family experience of illness and specifically cancer, while incorporating inclusive views across diverse communities,
Indigenous, and equity seeking groups.

1. Overview of oncology nursing: epidemiology of cancer(s), incidence of cancer(s), the biology of cancer

2. Breast cancer: breast cancer pathophysiology, chemotherapy focus including side effect/management, family care, genetics

3. Colorectal cancer: risk factors, clinical signs and symptoms, informed choice and decision making, refusal of treatment

4. Cervical cancer: radiation therapy, ethical issues around HPV vaccination, societal beliefs and the impact on the cancer
experience, Indigenous world view

5. Head and neck cancers: surgical interventions, nutritional needs, Medical Assistance in Dying (MAID), coping

6. Brain cancer: treatment modalities, oncological emergencies, confidentiality and privacy, palliative care

7. Testicular cancer: treatment options, age, sexuality, fertility preservation

8. Skin cancers: signs and symptoms, immune and biological therapies, clinical trials, self-examination

9. Childhood leukemia: patient and family experiences, bone marrow/stem cell transplant, adverse effects of treatments, family

care, resource allocation

10. Lung cancer: symptom clusters, oncological emergency, end of life care, advanced directives

11. Non-Hodgkin lymphoma: risks and diagnostics, conventional treatment, complementary/alternative therapies, information needs,
relationships

12. Other suggested topics: prostate cancer, liver cancer, pancreatic cancer
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