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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Have you ever tried to figure out why someone’s reasoning wasn’t quite right?  Have you ever had your own cherished
reasoning demolished?  Have your essays, exams, or lab reports ever been torn apart for being illogical?  If so, you need
this course.

Good reasoning is the basis for successful thought and action.  Good methods of reasoning help us to analyze an issue or
problem, to assess various solutions, and to understand how to find the correct answer.

In order to detect and avoid errors in our reasoning, we examine fallacies of reasoning, different forms of arguments, the
concepts of truth and validity, proof and evidence, consistency and contradiction, definition and generalization, deduction
and induction.  Throughout the course, we apply our methods of reasoning to various issues, both practical and
theoretical.
                          
RATIONALE:   

COURSE PREREQUISITES: None

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture   15 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar   30 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                                   hrs
TOTAL  45 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:     27             

Is transfer credit requested?      :   Yes      9    No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):              P. Herman                                                    Chairperson:             D. Gibson                                      
                                                                                                                                                          Curriculum Committee

Department Head:               P. Herman                                                     Dean:                      J.D. Tunstall                                    

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                                     PAC: Final Approval:                   1995                         
                                                                             (Date)                                                                                               (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces                                   
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take                              for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

Readings will vary from section to section, but will typically use texts such as Moore and Parker, Critical Thinking;
Pinto, Blair and Parr, Reasoning; Gutteridge, Constructive Critical Thinking, and readings on controversial topics for
discussion.

OBJECTIVES:

1. To teach students the basic concepts and methods of sound reasoning.
2. To enable students to use these concepts and methods to analyze and evaluate arguments.
3. To develop the abilities of students to construct rational arguments in support of a conclusion.
4. To enable students to express their reasoning lucidly, both orally and in writing.
5. To engage students in reasoned discussion of contemporary public issues.

METHODS:

The method of the course is to proceed through a text or workbook of selected readings in reasoning, studying the
structure of arguments and introducing the concepts needed to analyze, evaluate, and construct arguments.  Exercises
practice each technique learned.  By the end of the course, students are able to report an argument accurately, correctly
identify its component premises and conclusions, evaluate the soundness of the argument, and explain their analysis
lucidly in writing.  Students may also be asked to combine the techniques they have learned to analysing more
complex arguments, to constructing their own arguments with an explicit awareness of the methods and concepts they
use in the process, or to comparing the relative merits of different arguments on the same topic.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Evaluation procedures will vary, but students are always evaluated on a variety of performances that may include
essays, contributions to class, presentation of papers, examinations, journals, and video or other special projects.  This
course emphasizes frequent short written assignments and participation in class discussion.  A typical distribution of
work would assign 10% to class contribution, 30% to informal assignments and in-class work, 30% to examinations,
and 30% to essays or other written projects.
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COURSE CONTENT

Course content will vary from section to section, depending on the text chosen, but will typically include: recognition of
arguments, identification of premises, conclusions, and argument structure, understanding of the criteria by which an argument is
evaluated and judged sound, and application of these criteria to assess arguments on a variety of topics, identification of
assumptions, recognition of ambiguity and vagueness, clarification of concepts, use of counterexamples, and assessing credibility
of sources.  Course content may include additional topics such as statistical reasoning, scientific reasoning, assessing graphs and
images, comparing arguments on current public controversies, and applications of critical thinking to problem-solving.


