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COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will provide learners with the opportunity to examine the unique health issues for the gerontological client.
Students will study age-related illnesses, including psychogeriatric disorders. The nursing process will be applied to the
various health challenges associated with aging. The care of the gerontological client will be reviewed as well as
discussion of the levels and context of care for the older adult. This course will also explore the legal and ethical
considerations related to gerontological nursing. Pharmacology forms the basis for understanding the older adult’s
vulnerability to medications.

PREREQUISITES: PNUR 105

COREQUISITES: PNUR 110, 112, 114, 115

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces: N/A N/A

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: N/A for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 80 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course: N/A

Lectures: 80 Hrs Hours per day: N/A

Seminar: Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 24

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Once Yearly

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) []Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: []Yes X No

Course designer(s): Janine Brown

Department Head: Hannah MacDonald Date approved: October 2008
Supporting area consultation (UPACAL) Date of meeting: October 17, 2008
Curriculum Committee chair: Date approved: October 2008
Dean/Associate VP: Rosetta Khalidean Date approved: October 28, 2008

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: November 21, 2008
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
1. describe common age-related illnesses
discuss the physiological alterations associated with age-related illness for each of the body systems
discuss common psychogeriatric conditions
utilize the nursing process to plan care for the gerontological client
define the various levels and context of care for the gerontological client within the health care system
understand relevant legal and ethical considerations as they apply to gerontological nursing
apply concepts and principles of pharmalocogy to the administration of medications in the older adult

N o oML

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Discussion

Small group work
Lecture

Case analysis

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X] Examination(s) X Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
] Other (specify):
] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Clayton, B. D., & Stock, Y. N. (2001). Basic pharmacology for nurses. (12th. ed.). St. Louis : Mosby Inc.

Cohen, B.J. & Wood, D.L. (2000). Membler's The human body in health and disease (9th ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincot, Williams
deWit, S. (1998). Essentials of medical surgical nursing (4th ed.). Toronto: W.B. Saunders.

Eliopoulos, C. (2001). Gerontological nursing (5th ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott.

Potter, P.A. & Perry, A.G. (2003). Basic nursing: Essentials for practice (5th ed.). St. Louis: Mosby Inc.

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Test #1 30%
Test #2 30%
Pharmacology S/U (a satisfactory grade is required for a pass grade for PNUR 111)
Final exam 40%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Age-related illness

- Common age-related disorders

- Physiological impact on the body systems
Psychogeriatric Disorders

- Delirium, dementia, depression, delusions
Gerontological Nursing Care

- Nursing process applied to care of the older adult
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- Levels and context of care
- Health programs and services for the older adult
Legal and Ethical Considerations
- Legal issues such as informed consent, living wills, mental competence, guardianship, and power of attorney
- Ethical principles of fidelity, autonomy, beneficence, justice
Pharmacology
- Aging process and the impact of medications
- Dosages, interactions, and adverse reactions
- Considerations for safe administration and supervision of self-administration



