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This course will explore the promotion of healing across the lifespan for individuals experiencing acute and/or chronic illness. Students will discuss the
differentiation between acute and chronic illness as it relates to the client’s illness experience. Common health problems for medical and surgical clients
will be addressed for each of the body systems, including a discussion of pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, and nursing interventions. Students will
utilize the nursing process in planning client care. In addition, this course will review psychosocial challenges that may be experienced by the acute care
client.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

      with each of the body systems.

METHODS:

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR YES NO X

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor.  An example of texts for this course might be:]

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

  5. Utilize the nursing process to plan care for the acute care client.

COURSE NAME / NUMBER

PNUR 121

  3. Describe common acute care medical and surgical health problems experienced by the  client across the lifespan.
  4. Identify relevant pathophysiology, clinical manifestations, and nursing interventions for health problems associated 

Cohen, B.J. & Wood, D.L. (2000). Membler's The human body in health and disease  (9th ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincot, Williams, & Wilkins.

  6. Develop an understanding of the care requirements for clients experiencing common psychosocial challenges.

At the conclusion of this course, students will:
  1. Differentiate between acute and chronic illness.
  2. Describe the experience of the client encountering acute and/or chronic illness.

Group work
Case analysis

Leifer, G. (2003). Introduction to maternity & pediatric nursing (4th ed.). St. Louis: Saunders.

Discussion

deWit, S. (1998). Essentials of medical surgical nursing  (4th ed.). Toronto: W.B. Saunders.

Lecture

Exam #2        30%
Final Exam     40%
Total           100%  

Exam #1        30%
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COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor.  An example of course content might be:]

              

Psychosocial Challenges
     - Common challenges (eg. Schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, alcoholism, acute anxiety, post-partum depression)
     - Nursing care requirements
     - Referrals

Nursing Process
     - Planning care for the acute care client
     - Application to case study
     - Role of the practical nurse

     - Illness episodes related to each body system
              - pathophysiology
              - clinical manifestations
              - nursing interventions

     - Types of illness
     - Impact on family
Management of Acute Care Medical and/or Surgical Problems
     - Common health problems across the lifespan

     - Client experience

PNUR 121
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Acute and Chronic Illness


