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CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:

The planning, conduct, interpretation and reporting of research in psychology; covers such topics as
choice of variables, control of extraneous sources of variation, internal and external validity,
experimental design, factorial designs, correlation research designs and single-subject research.
Research projects are required.

NOTE: This course is a prerequisite for some third and fourth year university courses in psychology.

NOTE: (Discontinued Fall 2000, reEIaced with PSYC 210 and PSYC 220)

COURSE PREREQUISITES: PSYC 101, 102, and 201, or permission of the instructor

COURSE COREQUISITES: none
HOURS PER TERM Lecture 40 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory 20 hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar hrs Other - specify: hrs

Field Experience hrs

TOTAL 60 HRS

UCFV CREDIT UCFV CREDIT I:'Z NON-CREDIT |:|3
TRANSFER NON-TRANSFER

TRANSFER STATUS (Equivalent, Unassigned, Other Details)

UBC PSYC (3)
SFU PSYC 201 (3)
UVIC PSYC 201 (1.5)
OLA Psyc 210 (3
R. Laye, Ph.D. I.D. TUNSTALL Ph.D.
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COURSES FOR WHICH THIS IS A RELATED COURSES
PREREQUISITE:
Required course for Psychology majors PSYC 201

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS (List reading resources elsewhere)

TEXTS: Craig, ].R. & Metze, L.P. Methods of Psychological Research.
Monterey, CA: Brooks/Cole, 1986.
and selected psychology journal articles.

OBJECTIVES:

This course examines the planning, conduct, interpretation and reporting of research in psychology.
It covers such topics as choice of variables, control of extraneous sources of variation, internal and
external validity, experimental design, factorial designs, correlation research designs and single
subject research. Research projects are required. If I reach my goal, you will:

1. Gain skill in understanding and assessing the research done by other people,

2 Get your feet wet in real live data,

3 Learn the basics of conducting selected types of research,

4. Evaluate the appropriateness of various possible methods for a given research problem, and
5 Master basic concepts of research design.

METHODS:

Lectures and lab assignments; student projects.

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Exams 45%
Projects 30%
Experimental study 25%
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COURSE CONTENT
Text
Week Activity or Topic Chapter

1 Demonstration experiment; meet the psychology journals; course plans (14)
2 Science - formal and informal; choosing a suitable research problem; doing a 1,2

literature search
3 Operational definitions and hypotheses; types of variables 2,3
4 Confounding, randomization, and control of extraneous factors 4
5 Randomized groups or between subjects designs; how to do a t-test 5
6 Within subjects designs; counterbalancing; work on experimental proposal 6
7 Factorial designs; interactions and their interpretation 7
8 Midterm Test (Chapters 1-7)

Experimenter bias and demand characteristics
9 Internal validity threats; sample of quasi-experimental designs 8
10 Observational and correlational research methods 9
11 Survey methods; designs for use with single subjects 10
12 External validity; basics of program evaluation 11
13 Ethical considerations in research; project reports; review and evaluation 12

Final Exam (Chapters 1-12)

LABORATORY EXPERIMENTS

Design, conducting, and analysis of research incorporating concepts from class lectures.



