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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Science, Health & Human Services / Psychology 

PSYC 202 PSYC 210 4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

Research Methods in Psychology 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course will examine the following topics: ethics in research; scientific writing for APA; experimental, 
descriptive, quasi-experimental, and developmental research designs; an introduction to measurement in 
psychology; descriptive and inferential statistics; and generalization and interpretation of research results. 
Students will be required to conduct and write up one piece of original research on a psychological topic. 

 
PREREQUISITES: PSYC 101, PSYC 102  
COREQUISITES: Co- or prerequisites: PSYC 110 or MATH 104 or MATH 106 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: PSYC 210        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: PSYC 210 for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 90  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 45 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar:      Hrs    
Laboratory: 45 Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 36  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Fall and Winter semesters 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2000 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2005 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2009 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Kim Striebel  Jim Andersen (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Rhonda Snow  Jackie Snodgrass 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: March 24, 2004 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

In order to successfully complete this course, students should demonstrate the following: 
• Basic competence in the application of research design principles (non-experimental and experimental) and the use of 

associated statistical procedures 
• Basic understanding of the roles of hypothesis and theory in psychological research 
• Understanding of the strengths and limitations of both experimental and non-experimental scientific enquiry 
• Appreciation of links between psychology and other disciplines 
• The ability to write a paper using APA format 
• The ability to find psychology journal articles on a topic, including the ability to use PsycLit 

 
METHODS: 

Lectures, small group work, demonstrations, videos, laboratory work, hand-on data collection, analysis, and presentation of results. 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Challenge exam, completion of research project 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 Cozby.  Methods in Behavioural Research.  8th edition.  McGraw-Hill. 
 Lab Manual (UCFV publication) 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 Midterm (at least 1) and Final exam  55% 
 Research Project    20% 
 Lab / Assignments   25% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1. Psychology as a Science & Ethics in Research 
2. Approaches to Research I – Observation & Description 
3. Approaches to Research II – Experimentation 
4. Approaches to Research III – Correlation 
5. Measurement I – Scales of Measurement & Internal Validity 
6. Measurement II – Validity & Reliability 
7. Experimental Designs I – Complex Designs & Subject Assignment 
8. Experimental Designs II – Small-n, Quasi-Experimental & Time Designs 
9. Generalization & Replication 
10. Descriptive Statistics 
11. Inferential Statistics 
12. Interpretation & Inference 

 


