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COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

The theoretical and practical basis of research in psychology will be examined in a variety of areas, including topics in cognition, human
development and social psychology. In addition to these topics, one third of the course will cover research methods in brain and behaviour
and the basic concepts of neural transmission and neuroanatomy.

PREREQUISITES: PSYC 101; PSYC 102; PSYC 110 or (MATH 104 or MATH 106) or equivalent

COREQUISITES: PSYC 110 or (MATH 104 or MATH 106) may be taken as either a prerequisite or corequisite

[
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) [ SERVICE COURSE TO:

[
(a) Replaces: N/A [

      _______________________________________ [ __________________________________________________
[

(Course #) [ (Department / Program)
[

(b) Cannot take N/A        for further credit [
__________________________________ [ __________________________________________________

[
   (Course #) [ (Department / Program)

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 90 [ TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
   ______________ [

[
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: [ LENGTH OF COURSE:
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES:

In order to successfully complete this course, students should demonstrate the following:

C the ability to write a paper using APA format
C the ability to find psychology journal articles on a topic, including the ability to use PsycLit
C basic competence in statistics and research design (non-experimental)
C simple understanding of neurons, neurotransmitters and neuroanatomy
C understanding of basic principles of learning and memory
C familiarity with basic historical perspectives in psychology
C oral presentation skills
C ability to work in groups
C understanding of social aspects of behaviour
C beginning understanding of how theory operates in psychology
C some understanding of human development
C understanding of the dynamic nature of psychology
C appreciation of links between psychology and other disciplines
C understanding of the strengths and limitations of non-experimental scientific enquiry

METHODS:

Lectures, small group work, demonstrations, videos, laboratory work

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR  YES           NO      X       

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

Research methods/experimental psychology text
lab manual
supplementary readings

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

Exams 40%
Projects 20%
Lab reports 20%
Lab exams 20%
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COURSE CONTENT:

Week Lecture topic

1 Scientific method, theory, origins of knowledge
2-5 Basic biopsychological concepts
6 Ethics in psychological research
7 Measurement: scaling
8 Measurement: validity, reliability
9 Case studies
10 Sampling
11 Observational designs
12 Correlation
13 The limits of non-experimental design


