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CATALOGUE DESCRIPTION:    
 
Examines methodology and content in social psychology.  Topics include social cognition; personality, 
gender and social behavior; attitudes and attitude change; prejudice; interpersonal attraction; aggression 
and altruism.  Personality determinants of social behaviors will be considered. 
 
NOTE:  (Discontinued in fall 2000; replaced with PSYC 210 and PSYC 220). 
  
 
COURSE PREREQUISITES:   PSYC 101 and 102, or permission of the instructor. 
  
 
COURSE COREQUISITES:   
  
 
HOURS PER TERM Lecture 60 hrs Student Directed 
FOR EACH Laboratory  hrs  Learning  hrs 
STUDENT Seminar  hrs Other - specify: 
 Field Experience  hrs                                hrs 
      TOTAL 60 HRS 
  

X   
 
UCFV CREDIT      UCFV CREDIT        NON-CREDIT    
TRANSFER    NON-TRANSFER 
  
 
TRANSFER STATUS   (Equivalent, Unassigned, Other Details) 
 
U BC  Psyc 203 (3) 
 
S FU  Psyc 260 (3) 
 
U VIC  Psyc 200 lev (1.5) 
 
O lA  Psyc (3) 
 
 
      Valerye Hunt, Ph.D.                                    J.D. TUNSTALL Ph.D.       
COURSE DESIGNER DEAN OF ACADEMIC STUDIES 
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COURSES FOR WHICH THIS IS A    RELATED COURSES 
PREREQUISITE: 
 

PSYC 386        
  

 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere) 
 
TEXTS: Lippa, Richard A. (1990). Introduction to social psychology.  Belmont: Wadsworth 

Publishing Company 
 
OBJECTIVES: 
 
1. Students will become familiar with major social psychological research methods and understand 

methodological and ethical problems associated with research. 
2. Students will become familiar with representative topics in social psychology.  These will include 

attitudes and attitude change; personality, gender and social behavior; social cognition; 
prejudice; interpersonal attraction; aggression and altruism. 

3. Students will develop a capacity to apply relevant social psychological theories and principles to 
analysis to everyday events. 

4. Students will become able to derive new questions about social behavior from integration of 
theory, empirical data and experience. 

 
METHODS: 
 
Lectures 
Participatory activities: 

- discussion of assigned readings 
- films and videotapes 
- demonstration research activities 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE: 
 

Mid-term examination   30% 
Assignments and activities  20-30% 
Final examination   40-50% 

 
COURSE CONTENT
 
1. Overview of social psychology 

- definition 
- brief review of the development of social psychology 
- major theoretical perspectives of contemporary social psychology 

 
2. Research methods in social psychology 

- major methods 
- methodogical problems 
- ethical issues 
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COURSE CONTENT continued
 
3. Personality and social behavior 

- trait and social learning theories 
- the self and social psychology 

 
4. Gender and social behavior 

- stereotypes and sex differences 
- theories of gender and sex-typing 

 
5. Person perception and attribution 

- determinants and accuracy of judgments 
- attribution processes and theories 
- attribution biases 
- applications of attribution theory 

 
6. Social cognition 

- impression formation 
- schemas 
- social inference and decision making 

 
7. Attitudes and attitude change 

- measurement 
- theoretical approaches 
- attitudes and behavior 
- models of change 

 
8. Prejudice 

- definition and measurement 
- stereotypes 
- social causes of prejudice 
- strategies for reducing prejudice 

 
9. Interpersonal attraction and intimate relationships 

- theories of attraction 
- determinants of attraction 
- stages in intimate relationships 

 
10. Aggression 

- definition and measurement 
- theoretical explanations of aggression 
- personal and social determinants of aggression 
- control and reduction of aggression 

 
11. Prosocial behavior 

- definition, measurement and explanations of prosocial behavior 
- personal and social determinants of prosocial behavior 


