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PSYC 302 Arts/Psychology 3

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Psychology of Learning

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

In this course, students will study prominent learning processes including habituation, classical conditioning, operant
conditioning, and modeling. Learning issues related to discrimination, generalization, biological constraints on learning,
and reinforcement will be discussed in the context of human and animal learning.

PREREQUISITES: PSYC 202.
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 45 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 25

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Alternate years

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes [1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes ] No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [ 1No

Course designer(s): Psychology Curriculum Committee

Department Head: Zoe Dennison Date approved: February 2014
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC) Date of meeting: February 28, 2014
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick Date approved: March 14, 2014
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: March 14, 2014

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: March 28, 2014
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
o |dentify and discuss the conditions, principles, and theories of learning as they apply to human and animal
learning.

e Describe, discuss, and critically analyze the landmark research regarding various theories of learning
e Communicate their knowledge using psychological terms and the language of experimental science

e Analyze and describe the application of learning principles to the treatment of human phobias and anxiety
disorders

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

This course is primarily lecture based. This course may also be offered online or as a hybrid.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X] Examination(s) [] Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)
] Other (specify):
] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Schwartz, Wasserman, and Robbins “Psychology of Learning and Behaviour”.W.W Norton & Company
Klein (2012) Learning: Principles & Applications. Sage Publications

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

No special materials required.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Example One:

Midterm 30%
Assignments  30%
Final Exam 40%

Example Two:

Midterm 30%
Assignments  20%
Final Exam 50%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction
Week 2 History

Week 3 Classical Conditioning:
-described
-extinction
-temporal relationships
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Course content continued:

Week 4 Classical Conditioning:
-what is learned: S-R?
-what is learned: S-S?

Week 5 Classical Conditioning:
-inhibition
-measuring inhibition
-contiguity versus contingency

Week 6 Classical Conditioning:
-Rescorla-Wagner theory

-Week 7 Classical Conditioning:
-human applications

Week 8 Behaviorism:
-operant conditioning

Week 9 Behaviorism:
-reinforcement schedules
-partial reinforcement effect

Week 10 Behaviorism:
-what is learned?

Week 11 Behaviorism:

-stimulus control of operant behavior

Week 12 Behaviorism:
-aversive control of behavior

Week 13 Behaviorism:
-human applications
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