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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

  PSYC 303        Arts/Psychology  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Perception 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores the question of how we create an internal representation of the external world from the 
information provided by our sensory systems. Specific topics covered may include neural organization of sensory 
systems, psychophysics research techniques, reading, speech, perception, recognition of faces and facial 
expressions, deficits in perception, and perception of art and music. 

 
 

PREREQUISITES: (PSYC 202 [formerly PSYC 210]) and (PSYC 221 or PSYC 280).  
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 15 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings:  Annually  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: November 1993 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2015 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: March 2020 
(six years after UEC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Psychology Curriculum Committee  
Department Head: Zoe Dennison   Date approved:        
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC)   Date of meeting: n/a  
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick   Date approved:        
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved:        
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval   Date of meeting: March 28, 2014  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Identify and discuss the major issues and theories in sensation and perception 
• Describe the structure and function of sensory systems and integrate that knowledge into understanding the functioning of 

the brain and perception in general 
• Critically evaluate current literature 
• Write assignments/papers/projects that incorporate critical evaluation of relevant literature 
• Describe, discuss, and analyze the sensory and perceptual processes involved in the internal reconstruction of the 

external world 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

May include lecture, demonstrations, small group practice, discussion, audio-visual presentation, use of models. 
This course may also be offered online or as a hybrid course. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)   Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Coren, S., Ward, L., & Enns, J.  (2004) Sensation and Perception.  6th edition.  Harcourt College Publication. 
Note: Although this text has not been updated since 2004, it is considered a standard in the field and still used broadly. 
Goldstein, E.B. (2014). Sensation and Perception (9th Ed). 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
No special materials required. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Example one: 
Research Assignments 4 @ 5% = 20% 
Midterm 24% 
Demonstration/Presentation 10% 
Quizzes 8 @ 2% = 16% 
Final Exam 30% 
 
Example two: 
Midterm                                30% 
Final (not cumulative)            30% 
You must pass the tests to pass the course. 
Paper                                   20% 
Presentation                         10% 
Chapter tests                        10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1: Introduction to Perception, History 
Week 2: Theories of Perception; Principles of Neural Organization: Receptors to Cortex 
Week 3: Visual System 
Week 4-5: Higher-Level Visual Processing: Objects, Colour, Depth and Size, Movement 
Week 6: Pattern Perception and Recognition: Faces, Reading, Art 
Week 7: Midterm 
Week 8: Research methods in psychophysics 
Week 9: Sound, the Auditory System, and Pitch Perception 
Week 10: Auditory Localization, Auditory Scene Analysis 
Week 11: Pattern Perception and Recognition in Audition: Speech, Music 
Week 12: Other senses 
Week 13: Perceptual Illusions, Disorders, Hallucinations 
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