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CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: This course will look at the research on gender issues in a variety of subfields of
psychology, including developmental, cognitive, abnormal, social, personality, psycholinguistics, and biopsychology. 
The course is designed for the senior student with an interest in gender issues, but not necessarily a broad base in
psychology.  As the course is designed to be an examination of research findings, the prerequisites are methods courses
from related areas.

RATIONALE: Gender is an important area of study in all areas of psychology, and an empirical view of the research in
this area is vital to any student wishing to explore the overall area of gender.  Also, this course could contribute to the
course offerings if a gender studies program is initiated at UCFV.

COURSE PREREQUISITES:   60 credits, including Psyc 202 or Anth 255 or Soc 255 or Crim 220. Psyc 201 or Math
104 or Math 106 are recommended. Other research methods courses may be accepted as satisfying the prerequisite on an
individual basis.

COURSE COREQUISITES: None

HOURS PER TERM Lecture 30 hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 30 hrs Other - specify:

Field Experience hrs                                   hrs
TOTAL 60 HRS

MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:      35          

Is transfer credit requested?      9   Yes      :    No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s):         Zoe Dennison                                            Chairperson:                 D. Gibson                                                  
  
                                                                                                                                                          Curriculum Committee

Department Head:           J. Snodgrass                                               Dean:                              J.D. Tunstall                                             
  

PAC:  Approval in Principle                                                              PAC: Final Approval:                    October 23, 1996                   
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a)  replaces                                   
                             (course #)

(b)  cannot take                                  for further credit
                                  (course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

none

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS   (List reading resources elsewhere)

Caplan, P.J. and Caplan, J.B. (1994).  Thinking Critically about Research on Sex and Gender.  NY: Harper Collins.

Selected readings from the research literature on gender.

OBJECTIVES:

1. To introduce students from a number of related fields, including psychology, to the literature of the psychology of
gender.

2. To develop an awareness in students of the difficult ethical and methodological issues in this area.

3. To encourage students to interact critically with the material, so as to be able to assess the findings and integrate
them with related material, both during the course and in the future.

METHODS:

The course is designed in a modular fashion so that it may be taught by one person, with support from guest lecturers,
etc., or by a number of psychology faculty each teaching one or two modules.  The format will be a combination of
lecture and seminar.



STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Quizzes, Exams, Seminar Presentations, Research Papers
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COURSE CONTENT

Module 1: Initial Overview & Methodological Review

Module 2: Gender Issues in Biopsychology
- CNS differences
- fetal development and the hormonal environment

Module 3: Gender Issues in Comparative Psychology
- gender specific behaviours in animals
- sociobiological exlanations of gender

Module 4: Gender Issues in Developmental Psychology
- interactions between genetics & environment
- development of gender identity and gender constancy

Module 5: Gender Issues in Cognitive Psychology
- problem solving and information processing
- theories of gender typing

Module 6: Gender Issues in Personality and Abnormal Psychology
- psychoanalytic theories of gender
- approaches to treatment and treatment outcomes

Module 7: Gender Issues in Social Psychology
- social roles
- stereotyping effects

Module 8: Concluding Overview


