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PSYC 305 Arts/Psychology 3

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
The Psychology of Gender

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course will look at the research on gender issues in a variety of subfields of psychology, including developmental,

cognitive, abnormal, social, personality, psycholinguistics, and biopsychology. It will focus equally on men and women.

Students are encouraged to apply relevant research to understanding the construction of gender in their own and other
cultures.

PREREQUISITES: (PSYC 101) and (PSYC 102) and (one of the following: PSYC 202 [formerly PSYC 210],
CRIM 220, KPE 301, KPE 400, or SOC 255/ANTH 255/MACS 255 [formerly SCMS
255)).

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:
Lectures: 30 Hrs Hours per day:
Seminar: 15 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:
Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 25
Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Once
or twice a year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) X Yes ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [ 1No

Course designer(s): Psychology Curriculum Committee

Department Head: Zoe Dennison Date approved:
Supporting area consultation Date of meeting: n/a
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick Date approved:
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved:

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: March 28, 2014
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
o |dentify and articulate the research issues in the psychology of gender
Critically evaluate current literature
Write assignments/papers/projects that incorporate critical evaluation of relevant literature
Use the library research databases to search for relevant and current research
Analyze and discuss the social, cognitive and biological forces that interact in forming gender identity and
gender roles
Identify and critically analyze conceptions of gender and use empirical data to evaluate these concepts
¢ Identify, analyze and discuss the individual and social costs of stereotypical gender concepts and behaviours

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Combination of lecture and seminar and may be taught online or in hybrid format.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
X] Examination(s) X Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s) [] Other (specify):

[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

Caplan, P. & Caplan, J. Thinking Critically about Research on Sex and Gender. New York: Harper Collins.
Helgeson, V. S., The Psychology of Gender, 4™ Edition, Prentice Hall.
Lips, H. M., Sex & Gender: An Introduction. 6™ Edition, McGraw Hill.

Students will also be expected to read significant articles in the literature, for example:

e Diamond, L. M. (2003). What does sexual orientation orient? A biobehavioral model distinguishing romantic
love and sexual desire. Psychological Review, 110, 173-192.

e Gangestad, S. W., & Simpson, J. A. (2000). The evolution of human mating: Trade-offs and strategic pluralism.
Behavioural and Brain Sciences, 23(4), 573-644.

e Hyde, J. S. (2005). The gender similarities hypothesis. American Psychologist, 60(6), 581-592.

e Petersen, J. L., & Hyde, J. S. (2011). Gender differences in sexual attitudes and behaviors: A review of meta-
analytic results and large datasets. Journal of Sex Research, 48(2), 149-165.

e Vanweesenbeck, I. (2009). Doing gender in sex and sex research. Archives of Sexual Behaviour, 38(6), 883-
898.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

No special materials required.

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Example one (online):

e Module tests (7 @ 2%) 14%
e Applied assignment questions (7 @ 5%) 35%
e Community psychology information project 20%
e Final exam 31% (cumulative)

In the online course, students must pass the final exam to pass the course as it is the only work done
with confirmed ID and under supervision.

Example two (hybrid):

e Midterm 20%
e Applied assignment questions (6 @ 5%) 30%
e Community psychology information project 20%
e Final exam 30% (cumulative)
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COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]
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Week 1: Introduction: Text chapter 1 and 3, and
Module 1: Doing Gender: Overview Reading One
Week 2: Module 1: continued
Week 3: Module 2: Gender: Research Text chapter 2 and Reading
Two
Week 4: Module 3: Biopsychology/Physiology Text chapter 4 and Reading
Three
\Week 5: Module 3: continued
\Week 6: Module 4 Lifespan Development Text chapter 5, 6 and Reading
Four
Week 7: Module 4 continued
Week 8: Module 5: Cognition, Emotion, and Gender Text chapter 7 and 8 and
Reading Five A and Five B
Week 9: Module 5: continued
PROJECT TOPIC APPROVAL
Week 10: Module 6: Gender and Social Context Text chapter 9, 11, 12 (only
some sections, only), no
reading
Week 11: Module 6: continued
ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE
Week 12: Module 7: Sexuality Text chapter 10 and Reading
COMMUNITY PSYCHOLOGY INFORMATION PROJECT DUE Six
Week 13: Module 8: Psychopathology & Clinical Psychology (no test or

assignment for this module)

Conclusions
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