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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Science, Health & Human Services / Psychology 

PSYC 356 PSYC 491E 3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

Developmental Psychopathology 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course provides an introduction to the field of developmental psychopathology. The course takes the position that 
abnormal development is best viewed from its relation to normal development. As such the course material integrates 
developmental theory, theoretical perspectives on the origins and treatments of disordered behaviors in childhood, and 
relevant research findings in these areas. Further, it is also assumed that the behavior disorders of children are best 
understood within the social, cultural, and historical contexts in which they occur. Topics will include problems such as 
conduct, attention, anxiety, mood, and autistic disorders. 

Note:  Students with credit for Psyc 491E cannot take Psyc 356 for further credit. 

 

 
PREREQUISITES: PSYC 202, PSYC 241, and PSYC 351 
COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: PSYC 491E        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:  for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 15 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every 2 years 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: November 2009 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Rhonda Snow  Raymond Welch (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Wayne Podrouzek  Jacalyn Snodgrass 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: November 25, 2005 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon completion of the course, successful students will be able to: 
 1.  identify and describe the disorders of childhood and adolescence; 
 2.  discuss the etiology, prevalence, and treatment of childhood and adolescent disorders; 
 3.  identify and discuss the major issues arising from the identification and treatment of the disorders of childhood; 
 4.  demonstrate an understanding of the theoretical perspectives and research literature relevant to developmental 
 psychopathology. 
 
METHODS: 

Lectures, Seminars, Presentations, Class Discussions. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Exam and/or portfolio assessment 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Wicks-Nelson, R. & Israel, A. (2006). Behavior Disorders of Children (6th ed.). New Jersey: Pearson. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

N/A 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

The following elements will contribute to student evaluation: 
1. Exams:   50 - 80% 
2. Presentation:   0 - 40% 
3. Participation/Class Exercises: 0 - 30% 
4. Research Paper:  0 - 40% 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

1. Defining and Identifying disordered behaviour 
2. Historical Influences 
3. Perspective and Theory 
4. Research Methods 
5. Classification, Assessment, & Treatment 
6. Anxiety disorders 
7. Mood disorders 
8. Conduct disorders 
9. Attention disorders 
10. Language and Learning disorders 
11. Mental Retardation 
12. Autism & Schizophrenia 
13. Psychological factors affecting treatment 
14. Mental health concerns 
 
 


