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PSYC 367 Arts/Psychology 3

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Psychology of Language

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Language is intrinsically interesting, but also particularly relevant to psychologists. Experiments rely upon language to convey
instructions and collect data, while therapeutic interventions rely on communication between psychologist and client. Topics
covered in this course will be drawn from many areas of psychology as well as other disciplines in an attempt to understand the
complex nature of human language. Specific topics may include linguistics theories, animal language, sign language, neural
mechanisms of language, evolution of language, language production and comprehension, multilingualism, and social context of
language.

PREREQUISITES: (PSYC 101) and (PSYC 102) and (one of the following: PSYC 202 [formerly PSYC 210], CRIM
220, KPE 301, KPE 400, or SOC 255/ANTH 255/MACS 255 [formerly SCMS 255]).

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:
Lectures: 30 Hrs Hours per day:
Seminar: 15 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:
Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 25
Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Two or three times per
year
Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) ] Yes [1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [J No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [] Yes 1 No
Course designer(s): Psychology Curriculum Committee
Department Head: Zoe Dennison Date approved:
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC) Date of meeting: n/a
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick Date approved:
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved:
Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  March 28, 2014
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
e analyze and discuss the study of language from a number of perspectives
define language and compare and contrast language and communication
apply research methodology used in the study of language
describe the basic mechanisms, both physiological and cognitive, involved in the production, comprehension and
perception of language
analyze and describe the pragmatic structure and uses of language
describe the role of human physiology and evolution in the development of language
analyze and discuss the impact of context, both individual and societal, in language output
demonstrate critical thinking with regard to the psychological study of language

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

May include lecture, demonstrations, discussion, audio-visual presentations, student seminar presentations.
This course may also be offered on-line or as a hybrid course.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X Examination(s) [ Portfolio assessment  [] Interview(s)
[ Other (specify):
[J PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Harley, T. A. (2014). The psychology of language: From data to theory. (4th edition). Hove: Psychology Press

This course may also use a set of readings. For example:

Costa, A., & Santesteban, M. ( 2004). Lexical access in bilingual speech production: Evidence from language-switching in highly
proficient bilinguals and L2 learners. Journal of Memory and Language, 50, 491- 511.

Dijkstra, T., & van Heuven, W. J. B. ( 2002). The architecture of the bilingual word recognition system: From identification to
decision. Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, 5, 175— 197.

Fast, L. A., & Funder, D. C. (2008). Personality as manifest in word use: Correlations with self-report, acquaintance report, and
behavior. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 94, 334

Indefrey, P. (2007) Brain-imaging studies of language production. In G. M. Gaskell (Ed.) The Oxford Handbook in

Psycholinguistics.

Miozzo, M., Goldrick, M. & Ferreira, V (Eds.), (2012) The Oxford Handbook in Language Production.

Pennebaker, J. W., & Stone, L. D. (2003). Words of wisdom: Language use over the life span. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 85, 291-301.

Richerson PJ, Boyd R (2010) Why possibly language evolved. Biolinguistics 4: 289-306.

Tomasello M (2008) Origins of human communication. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

No special materials required.

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Example one:

Take home exam (written component): 30%
Essay: 30%

Exam: 40%

Example two (Online):

Final exam, 39%, You must pass the final exam to pass the course as that is the only work that is done under direct supervision.
Module Assignments 6 @ 5% per module = 30%

Module Quizzes 7 @ 3% =21%

Research Proposal 10%



PSYC 367 OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE (page 3)

COURSE NAME/NUMBER
S —

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Introduction to psycholinguistics
Week 2: Basic concepts and theories in linguistics, Animal communication/language
Week 3: Sign/gestural language; Evolution of language
Week 4: Neural mechanisms of language
Week 5-6: Cognitive aspects of language comprehension
Speech production and perception
Semantics

Internal Lexicon and Lexical Access

Connectionist models of visual word recognition and reading
Imagery in Language

Sentence and Discourse

Week 7: Perception and production of written language
Week 8: Language disorders
Week 9: Language and thought

Week 10-11: The context of language: nonverbal communication
Facial expression
Voice qualities
Gesture and speech
Week 12-13: The context of language
Pragmatics
Conversational discourse
Conversations: From birth to old age
Theory of Mind and Language
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