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PSYC 371 Arts/Psychology 3

COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Current Issues in Personality

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

Conceptions of personality and its key historical developments are considered. The course begins with Freud's theory
of personality, its status and influence on psychology in general. Methods of test construction, validation, and
assessment are examined. The primary focus is on research, highlighting areas such as behaviour genetics,
personality neuroscience, attachment theory, evolutionary personality, the Big Five, and how personality predicts
important life outcomes.

PREREQUISITES: (PSYC 101) and (PSYC 102) and (one of PSYC 202 (formerly PSYC 210), CRIM 220,
KPE 301, KPE 400, or SOC 255/ANTH 255/MACS 255 (formerly SCMS 255)).

COREQUISITES:

PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(@) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 35 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 10 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 25

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: annually

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [] Yes ] No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [1Yes X] No

Course designer(s): Psychology Curriculum Committee

Department Head: Zoe Dennison Date approved: February 2014
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC) Date of meeting: February 28, 2014
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick Date approved: March 14, 2014
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: March 14, 2014

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: March 28, 2014
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Define personality, including history, current conceptualizations, and typical research methods
Demonstrate understanding of key theorists' contributions to personality by being able to describe theories'
essences, their effects on personality research, and how those theories influenced psychology in general
Describe the methods typically used in personality research, including test construction and validation
Critically evaluate the research in current areas such as behavior genetics and personality neuroscience
Describe the relationship between personality and evolutionary psychology and attachment theory
Demonstrate understanding of the relationship between individual differences in personality relate and
important life outcomes

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

The course will comprise lectures and in-class discussions.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X] Examination(s) X Portfolio assessment L] Interview(s)

[] Other (specify):

[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Funder, D.C. (2013). The personality puzzle. New York, NY: Norton.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Two midterm exams 45%

Final exam 30%
Participation 5%
Major paper 20%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week
Week

Intro/What is Personality? Brief history of Personality Assessment

Factor analysis and the structure of Personality; The Big Five |

Big Five Il

Measuring Personality

Midterm #1

Problems in assessment

The Biology of Personality I: Physiology, Biochemistry and Behavior Genetics
The Biology of Personality II: Personality Neuroscience

Evolutionary Psychology

CoNTRrWNE

Week 10: Midterm #2

Week 11: Freud and his impact on Personality

Week 12: Attachment

Week 13: Personality and Life Outcomes; The Big Picture (Review and Integration)
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