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 OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

 
 Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

 
 Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and material will 
vary 
 - see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT:     PSYCHOLOGY ____________________________________________________________________________________________   PSYC 380 PSYC 491A      3 ________________________   ___________________________   ____________________  COURSE NAME/NUMBER     FORMER COURSE NUMBER       UCFV CREDITS   HUMAN NEUROPSYCHOLOGY ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE    
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:   An examination of both clinical and experimental neuropsychology, which is based on case studies of patients 
with damage to the nervous system. Topics include the assessment of cognitive and behavioural functions such as memory, language, 
spatial skills, etc., the nature of neurodegenerative diseases and other forms of neuropathology (e.g., Alzheimer’s disease, multi-infarct 
dementia), the treatment of brain pathology (still almost impossible, but a rapidly growing research area), and the application of 
information gained through the study of patients to the understanding of non-pathological (that is, ‘normal’) brains. 
  
 
PREREQUISITES:  PSYC 101, PSYC 102, PSYC 110 (or MATH 104 or MATH 106), PSYC 210, and PSYC 220 
 
COREQUISITES:  None.  
  [ SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S)     [ SERVICE COURSE TO: [  (a) Replaces:  PSYC 491A   [        _______________________________________  [ __________________________________________________ [ (Course #)   [  (Department / Program) [   (b) Cannot take   N/A         for further credit [  __________________________________  [ __________________________________________________ [     (Course #)   [  (Department / Program)    TOTAL HOURS PER TERM:            45    [ TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION    ______________   [ [ STRUCTURE OF HOURS:     [ LENGTH OF COURSE:  [           _____________________________ 
Lectures:    25 hrs  [ 
Seminar:    20 hrs  [ HOURS PER DAY:         
Laboratory:    hrs  [      ________________________________ 
Field Experience:    hrs  [ 
Student Directed Learning:   hrs  [ 
Other (Specify):        hrs  [ 

[ 
___________________________________________________  [ 
  
 MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:  25       __________________   EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERING:   Every second year  _______________________________________________________________   WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)   YES  NO                             ________        ________   WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) YES  NO        X                                                                                                 TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:    YES  NO        X                                      ________        ________     

 AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:   Course designer(s):      Chairperson:     _________________________________________                  _________________________________________  Zoe Dennison      (Curriculum Committee)  Department Head:      Dean:    __________________________________________            _______________________________________________  Zoe Dennison                                                                            Jackie Snodgrass   PAC Approval in Principle Date:     PAC Final Approval Date: December 7, 2001          ______________________________    _____________________________  
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES/ LEARNING OUTCOMES:  
 
1. To understand the methods of and the relationship between clinical and experimental neuropsychology. 
2. To review the basic mechanisms of the nervous system (originally covered in the prerequisite, Psyc 220) 

and expand the knowledge of human neuroanatomy. 
3. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of cognition. 
4. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of social behaviour. 
5. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of personality.  
6. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of perception. 
7. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of motor behaviour. 
8. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of language. 
9. To understand the brain systems involved in and assessment of emotion. 
10. To understand the symptoms and pathology of dementia. 
11. To understand the treatment of and prognosis for brain damage and disease. 
12. To assimilate the above units into a greater understanding of the human nervous system capabilities and 

mechanisms.  
 
 
 
METHODS: 
 
Lectures 
Small group and/or individual presentations 
Small group and/or class discussions 
Audio-visual presentation of case material 
Use of neuroanatomy models and charts 
 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 
 
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR   YES      X      NO              
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 
 
Portfolio assessment. 
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Martin, G.N. 1998. Human Neuropsychology. Prentice Hall. 
 
 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
 
Human neuroanatomy models and charts. 
Audio-visual case material. 
 
 



 Page 3 
PSYC 491A 
__________________________________ 
COURSE NAME / NUMBER  
 

 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Neuroanatomy exam  10% 
Final exam   35% 
Assignments   20% 
Seminar   20% 
Participation   10% 
Research article  5% 
 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
Introduction 
Neuropsychology: History and Methods 
Clinical Neuropsychology Assessment 
Structure and function of the nervous system 

-  neurons 
-  neural transmission 
-  human neuroanatomy 
-  input/output systems 

Brain systems involved in and assessment of cognition 
Brain systems involved in and assessment of social behaviour 
Brain systems involved in and assessment of personality 
Brain systems involved in and assessment of perception 
Brain systems involved in and assessment of motor behaviour 
Brain systems involved in and assessment of language 
Brain systems involved in and assessment of emotion 
Symptoms and pathology of dementias 
Treatment of and prognosis for brain damage and disease 
Conclusions: assimilation of course content into a greater understanding of the human nervous system 
capabilities and mechanisms 
 
 
 
 
 


