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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
Social Cognition

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This is a seminar course that examines issues in social cognition. Social cognition is a field that uses the methods and
concepts of cognitive psychology to examine specifically social phenomena. Specific topics include the self, goals,
social rejection, stereotypes, attribution theory, social contracts, heuristics, decision-making, implicit cognition,
interactions, and person perception.

Note: Students with credit for PSYC 491Q cannot take PSYC 460 for further credit.

PREREQUISITES: (PSYC 202) and (one of PSYC 325 or PSYC 360)
COREQUISITES:
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces: PSYC 4910

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take: PSYC 4910 for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 45 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 25

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Yearly

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes [ 1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [ 1No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes X No

Course designer(s): Sven Van de Wetering / Andrea Hughes

Department Head: Zoe Dennison Date approved: July 2013
Campus-Wide Consultation (CWC) Date of meeting: July 19, 2013
Curriculum Committee chair: Amanda McCormick Date approved: September 13, 2013
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: September 13, 2013

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: September 27, 2013
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Critically discuss a variety of findings from the social cognition literature.

Critiqgue the methodology used to make those findings.

Generate ideas for alternative methodologies for testing hypotheses from the social cognition readings.
Apply findings from the social cognition literature to patterns of real-world social behaviour.

Demonstrate independence in critical thinking.

Clearly communicate, both in written and oral form, theoretical and applied concepts from a broad social
cognition literature.

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

This course will be almost entirely discussion based. Students will read several articles in advance of each class, write a
short thought paper about those articles, and discuss the articles thoroughly during the class itself.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):

X Examination(s) X Portfolio assessment [ Interview(s)
] Other (specify):
1 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

This course will likely make use of a course pack comprising several dozen readings. A sample list might be:
Augoustinos,M., Walker, I., & Donaghue, N. (2006). Social Cognition: An Integrated Introduction. (Chapter 1). Sage
Publications Ltd. Thousand Oaks, California.

Nisbett, R. E., & Wilson, T. D. (1977). Telling more than we can know: Verbal reports on mental processes.
Psychological Review, 84, 231-259.

Gilovich, T., Medvec, V. H., & Savitsky, K, (2000). The spotlight effect in social judgment: An egocentric bias of the
salience of one’s own action and appearance. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 78, 211-222.

Ferguson, M J. & Bargh, J A. (2004). Liking is for doing: The effects of goal pursuit on automatic evaluation. Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology, 87, 557-572.

Eisenberger, N. I. (2012). The neural bases of social pain: Evidence for shared representations with physical pain.
Psychosomatic Medicine, 74, 126-135.

DeWall, N. C., Twenge, J. M., Koole, S. M., Baumeister, R. F., Marquez A., & Reid, M. W. (2011). Automatic emotion
regulation after social exclusion: Tuning to positivity. Emotion, 11, 623-636.

Dunning, D. & Sherman, D. (1997). Stereotypes and tacit inference. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 73,
459-471.

Payne, B. K. (2001). Prejudice and perception: The role of automatic and controlled processes in misperceiving a
weapon. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 81, 181-192.

Correll, J. B., Park, D., Judd, C. M., Wittenbrink, V. Sadler, M. S. & Keesee, T. (2007). Across the thin blue line: Police
officers and racial bias in the secision to shoot. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 92,1006—1023.
Osborne, R. E. & Gilbert, D. T. (1992). The preoccupational hazards of social life. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 62, 219-228.

Weiner, B., Osborne, D., & Rudolph, U. (2011). An attributional analysis of reactions to poverty: The political ideology of
the giver and the perceived. Personality and Social Psychology Review, 15, 199-213.

Morris, M. W. & Peng, K. (1994). Culture and cause: American and Chinese attributions for social and physical events.
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 67, 949-971.

Gigerenzer, G. & Hug, K. (1992). Domain-specific reasoning: Social contracts, cheating, and perspective change.
Cognition, 43, 127-171.

Ermer, E., Guerin, S. A., Cosmides, L., Tooby, J., & Miller, M. B. (2006). Theory of mind broad and narrow: Reasoning
about social exchange engages ToM areas, precautionary reasoning does not. Social Neuroscience, 1, 196-219.
Tversky, A. & Kahneman, D. (1974). Judgement under uncertainty: Heuristics and biases. Science, 185, 1121-1131.
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Textbooks, References, Materials continued:

Gigerenzer, G. (2008). Why heuristics work. Perspectives on Psychological Science, 3, 20-29.

Kahneman, D. & Tversky, A. (1984). Choices, values, and frames. American Psychologist, 39, 341-350.

Dijksterhuis, A., Bos, M. W., Nordgren, L. F., & van Baaren, R. B. (2006). On making the right choice: The deliberation-
without-attention effect. Science, 311, 1005-1007.

Greenwald, A G.; McGhee, D E. & Schwartz, J L. K. (1998). Measuring individual differences in implicit cognition: The
implicit associations test. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 74, 1464-1480.

Karpinski, A. & Hilton, J. A., (2001). Attitudes and the implicit association test. Journal of Personality and Social
Psychology, 81, 774-788.

Bargh, J. A., Chen, M., Burrows, L. (1996). Automaticity of social behaviour: Direct effects of trait construct and
stereotype activation on action. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 71, 230-244.

Chandler, J. & Schwarz, N. (2009). How extending your middle finger affects your perception of others: Learned
movements influence concept accessibility. Journal of Experimental Social Psychology, 45, 123-128.

Lakin, J. L., Jefferies, V. E., Cheng, C. M., & Chartrand, CI. L. (2003). The Chameleon Effect as social glue: Evidence
for the evolutionary significance of nonconscious mimicry. Journal of Nonverbal Behavior, 27, 145-162.

Asch, S. E. (1946). Forming impressions of personality. Journal of Abnormal and Social Psychology, 41, 258-290.
Ambady, N. & Rosenthal, R. (1993). Half a minute: Predicting teacher evaluations from thin slices of nonverbal behavior
and physical attractiveness. Journal of Personality and Social Psychology, 64, 431-441.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

None

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Two midterm exams:  40% of course grade (20% each)

20 thought papers: 20% of course grade (1% each)
Class presentation: 10% of course grade

Major paper: 30% of course grade

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Introduction

Week 2: Self

Week 3: Goals and social rejection
Week 4: Stereotypes

Week 5: Midterm 1

Week 6: Attribution theory
Week 7: Social contracts
Week 8: Heuristics

Week 9: Decision-making
Week 10: Implicit cognition
Week 11: Midterm 2

Week 12: Interactions
Week 13: Person perception



	OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION

