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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 
 

Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 
Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 

- see course syllabus available from instructor 
 

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT:  
PSYC 490    Arts/Psychology 3 

COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 
Honours Seminar 

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 
 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This seminar is for Psychology Honours students to enhance their knowledge and practice of research, and of practical 
issues surrounding research and career development. Students will meet to develop, discuss, and present and defend their 
thesis proposals; attend research presentations of faculty and invited academics; develop their research writing and 
editorial skills; and examine issues surrounding funding and graduate school applications. 

 
PREREQUISITES: Acceptance into the Psychology Honours program, and permission of a supervising instructor for 

PSYC 498 
COREQUISITES: PSYC 498 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:              
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 45  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:  
Lectures:      Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory:      Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 10  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Every Fall semester 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2008 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:  
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: February 2012 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Psychology Department         
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Wayne Podrouzek  Eric Davis 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: Feb. 1, 2008 



 
  

PSYC 490 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER 

UPAC FORM #2 (Page 2)

 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion, students will be able to: 
            Identify methodological issues related to their research plans 
            Conduct a thorough literature review 
            Demonstrate knowledge of the ethics guidelines of APA and CPA 
            Develop a research proposal in consultation with a supervising faculty member 
            Present, defend and discuss their research proposal  
            Complete the TriCouncils on-line ethics tutorial 
            Complete, submit, and present their research proposal to the UCFV Ethics Board 
 
METHODS: 

Regularly scheduled classes throughout the semester. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

      
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Sternberg, R.J. (2005). The psychologist’s companion: A guide to scientific writing for students and researchers (4th Ed.).    
      Cambridge University Press: New York.  
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Research proposal:    30% 
Peer editing:     10% 
Research evaluations:   20% 
Annotated bibliography:    10% 
Peer feedback in defences:   10% 
Class discussion on text materials:  10% 
Short essays (e.g., on authorship, ethics):  10% 
                                                                      100% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Research issues:  
      Literature reviews and formulation of a research question. 
      Challenges: methodological and ethical 
      Ethics guidelines: APA and CPA 
      Discussion of methodological and logistical issues. 
      Publishing reports 
Supervisor/student Rights and Responsibilities 
      Relative Workload 
      Authorship 
Funding Issues 
      SSHRC, NSERC 
      Writing Research Grants 
Graduate School Information 
      Application 
      Preparation and networking 
      Presentation by a Current Graduate Student 
      Presentation by a Psychology Professor who currently has graduate students 
 


