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Foundations of Teaching English as a Second Language
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This introductory foundations course provides prospective ESL/EFL teachers with an overview
of theory and research in the field of TESL. By examining a broad range of theory and research,
the course is intended to give students an historical perspective of the theoretical foundations of
TESL, and to help course participants develop a set of principles to guide their practice as
English language teachers.
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. To relate some of the theory and research in second language acquisition,
sociolinguistics, applied linguistics and adult education to ESL/EFL teaching practices.
2. To explain some of the major principles and methodologies that have been applied to
English language teaching, as well as some of the major problems and controversies.
3. To construct a set of principles to serve as a guide to teaching ESL/EFL.

METHODS:

Methods will vary by instructor but will include lectures and discussions and could include
videos, computer-assisted methods, group activities and student presentations.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR X Yes [INo

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:
Portfolio Assessment

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Brown, D.H. (1994). Principles Of Language Learning and Teaching, 4" ED.

Brown, D.H. (1994) Teaching Principles: An Interactive Approach to Language and
Pedagogy

Celce-Murcia, M, ed. (1994) Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, 2" Ed.
Wolfson, Nessa (1989) Perspectives: Sociolinguistics and TESOL

Selected historical and current articles from scholarly journals in the field such as TESL Canada,
TESOL Quarterly, Tesol Journal and English Language Teaching Journal can be included in
coursepacks.
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SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Reflective papers (2-3 pages).......coccovvevennnnnn. 30%
Mid-term class presentation...................coueeee 20%
Term paper and presentation (10-15 pages) ..... 40%
Participation..........cccoc i, 10%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Course Overview / Introduction to TESL / FL.

Week 2: The Nature of the First and Second Language Acquisition.

Week 3: The Adult Learner and Second Language Acquisition.

Week 4: Focus on the Learner; Second Language Learning Styles, Strategies, and Personality Factors.
Week 5: Sociolinguistics and TESL.

Week 6: Culture and TESL.

Week 7: Applied Linguistics and TESL: Errors and Error Correction.

Week 8: Teaching Conversation and Speaking Skills.

Week 9: Teaching Listening Comprehension Skills

Week 10: Teaching Reading Skills.

Week 11: Teaching Writing Skills.

Week 12: Communicative Competence and Proficiency-based Teaching

Week 13: Special Teaching Contexts: ESL Versus EFL, ESP, EAP and Adult Continuing Education.
Week 14: Teacher Research and Development in TESL / Review and Closure.



