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Teaching English as a Second Language to Children
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed for ESL teachers of children in Kindergarten and Primary Grades and will focus on the learning and
teaching of language and literacy. Through lectures, readings, discussions, and practical teaching exercises students will
explore the methodologies of teaching ESL to children and learn how to relate the theoretical findings to the teaching
practices. Students will be encouraged to develop their own teaching materials and test them in simulated classroom
situations.

PREREQUISITES: 60 university level credits with a GPA of 2.67 or higher
COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: 30 Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 30 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once per year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes X No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes X No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes X No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:
Sanja Garic-Komnenic Moira Kloster, Curriculum Chair

Department Head: Dean:
Catherine McDonald Karen Evans

UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: Mar. 2, 2007
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will:
e have a basic knowledge of the methodology of teaching ESL to children and to demonstrate the ability to use that knowledge in practice.
e be able to relate ESL teaching practices to the broader context of the children’s second language acquisition process and bilingualism.
e be able to develop and test specific child-centered classroom activities that are effective in helping children to understand, read, write, and
speak English fluently.

METHODS:

A variety of teaching methods which will include Teacher Training Through Video, Computer Assisted Language Learning, and a combination of
lecture, observation, and peer-evaluation.

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:) [X] Yes ] No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Portfolio assessment.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

. Peregov, F. Suzanne. (1993) Reading, Writing, & Learning in ESL: A Resource Book for K-8 Teachers. New York: Longman Pub. Group.

. Claire, Elizabeth. (1987) ESL Teacher's Activities Kit. Prentice Hall Trade.

. Ericson, L. & Juliebo, M.F. (1998). The Phonological Awareness Handbook for Kindergarten and Primary Teachers. Newark, DE:
International Reading Association.

. British Columbia Ministry of Education. (1999). The Primary Program. (available online)

. Clay, M.M. (2002). An Observation Survey of Early Literacy Achievement, 2nd Ed. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.

. Course pack materials might include specific articles on major methodological approaches discussed in class, such as verbotonal method
of language acquisitions. Students might be asked to read:

e Asp, Carl W., Youngsun Kim, Madeline Kline and Cathy Davis (1999) “Body Movement Power Through Phonetics: Verbotonal Report I”,.
Verbotonal - Speech Sciences Laboratory. Department of Audiology and Speech Pathology University of Tennessee, Knoxville.

. Kim, Y. and Asp, C. W. (2000). “Low frequency perception of rhythm and intonation patterns; is it possible?” American Speech Hearing
Association, Washington, DC.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

Reflective papers on language acquisition theories: 20%
Development of classroom materials: 20%
Class presentations and lesson planning:
Single session 10%
Unit plan 20%
Essay on the application of a theoretical model 20%
Participation 10%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1: Course overview and introduction

Week 2: Second language acquisition and bilingualism
Week 3: Major second language acquisition theories
Week 4: Involving the whole child: Verbotonal method
Week 5: Developing phonemic awareness

Week 6: Oral skills — accuracy and fluency

Week 7: The power of movement and rhythm

Week 8: The power of emotive intonation

Week 9: Optimal-field-of-hearing English phonemes
Week 10: Teaching writing skills

Week 11: Teaching reading comprehension

Week 12: Teaching integrated skills

Week 13: Dealing with mistakes

Week 14: Review



