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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

TESL 304 Continuing Studies 4
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

 
Teaching Oral Skills

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course includes an overview of research on teaching each macro-skill and analysis of the micro-skills involved, followed by 
demonstration of effective approaches used in ESL classrooms. Students will also be shown classroom activities used to develop 
listening, speaking, and pronunciation skills and will participate in activities as both teachers and language learners. Students will 
also have the opportunity to see how theoretical analysis informs classroom practice, through classroom observation and analysis 
of videotaped lessons. They will put theory into practice by creating lesson plans and teaching their peers. 

 
 

PREREQUISITES: 60 university-level credits with a GPA of 2.67 or higher 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:             
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course: 13 weeks
Lectures: 20 Hrs  Hours per day: 4 hrs/week
Seminar: 25 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience: 5 Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning: 10 Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings:        
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2010 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: November 2013 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Kerry Johnson  
Department Head: Maria Bos Chan   Date approved: September 1, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: September 18, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: Cheryl Isaac   Date approved: September 17, 2008  
Dean/Associate VP: Karen Evans   Date approved: November 16, 2009  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: November 27, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
 
• relate theoretical concepts of language acquisition and classroom practices 
• relate research findings to classroom approaches and teaching strategies 
• create classroom activities that effectively enable English learners to use and improve listening, speaking, and 

pronunciation skills 
• create activities appropriate for students at different skill levels 
• create lesson plans based on effective methods used in teaching, listening, speaking, and pronunciation skills 
• create lesson plans that effectively integrate listening, speaking and pronunciation skills 
 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Classroom observations, lecture and demonstration of various classroom approaches, observation and analysis of 
videotaped lessons, creation and demonstration of model lessons and activities, discussion and presentation of specific 
readings 
 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Selected articles and readings from texts: 
• Hedge T., Teaching and Learning in Language Classrooms 
• Celce-Murcia, M., Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language 
• Scrivener, J., Learning Teaching 
• Harmer, J., The Practice of English Language Teaching 
• Avery, P., Teaching American English Pronunciation 
• Celce-Murcia, M., Teaching Pronunciation 
• Thronbury, S., How to Teaching Speaking 
• Ur, P., Teaching Listening Comprehension 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Videotaped classes 
 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Reflections on classroom observation 20%  
Lesson plans     40% 
Mini-lessons     30% 
Participation     10% 
 
(participation includes presenting articles, focus questions on readings, and discussion leadership) 
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COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week Topics covered Assignments 
1 Course Overview 

Why teach listening, speaking, and pronunciation? 
Videotaped lesson Observation 
 

 

Listening 
2 

Research and theory: listening skills 
Videotaped lesson observation 

Observation of listening/ speaking class 
Preparation of mini-lesson in group 
To be completed for week 5 presentation 
 

3 Contexts and purposes for listening 
Materials evaluation 
 

 

4 Designing listening tasks 
Assessment and evaluation of listening skills 
 

 

5 Report on classroom observation 
Mini-lessons: listening 
 

 

Speaking 
6 

Research and theory: listening skills 
Accuracy vs fluency 
Videotaped lesson observation 

Observation of listening/ speaking class 
Preparation of mini-lesson in group 
To be completed for week 9 presentation 
 

7 Contexts and purposes for listening 
Materials evaluation 
 

 

8 Designing speaking tasks 
Assessment and evaluation of speaking skills 
 

 

9 Report on classroom observation 
Mini-lessons: listening 
 

 

Pronunciation 
10 

Research and theory: pronunciation  
Brief review of phonology – segmental 
Model lesson analysis 

Observation of pronunciation 
Preparation of mini-lesson in group 
To be completed for week 13 
presentation 
 

11 Research and theory: pronunciation  
Brief review of phonology – suprasegmentals 
Model lesson analysis 
 

 

12 Designing pronunciation tasks 
Assessment and evaluation of pronunciation 
 

 

13 Report on classroom observation 
Mini-lessons: listening 
 

 

14 Final presentations: Integrated skills lesson plan for 
listening, speaking and pronunciation 
 

Final Lesson plan assignment 

 
 
 
 


