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TESL 305    Faculty of Access and Continuing Studies 4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Teaching English Pronunciation 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course is designed to help students acquire the necessary knowledge and skills to teach pronunciation to diverse 
groups of English language learners. This course examines current issues and methodology related to teaching 
English pronunciation. Through lectures, readings, discussions, and teaching exercises, students will examine 
pronunciation teaching concepts and methodologies and relate these to effective teaching practices.  
 

 

PREREQUISITES: 60 university-level credits with a GPA of 2.67 or higher 
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces: n/a       
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take: n/a for further credit.  

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 30 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 25  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: annually  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 
 

Course designer(s): Helen Butner  
Department Head: Cheryl Isaac/Maria Bos Chan   Date approved: September 1, 2009  
Supporting area consultation (UPACA1)   Date of meeting: October 23, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: Maria Bos Chan   Date approved: September 17, 2009  
Dean/Associate VP: Karen Evans   Date approved: November 16, 2009  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: November 27, 2009  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• interpret IPA and NAE symbols for English segmentals and suprasegmentals 
• identify how sounds are made and offer advice on how to modify them 
• integrate pronunciation instruction into a communicative English lesson using a variety of techniques and 

activities for a specific group of language learners 
• discuss current issues and practices in English pronunciation instruction 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 
Lectures, reading assignments, writing assignments, quizzes, and a final term project. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):    PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example for this course might be:] 
Avery, Peter & Ehrlich, Susan. (1992). Teaching American English Pronunciation. New York, NY: Oxford UP. 
Celce-Murcia, Marianne, Brinton, Donna M., & Goodwin, Janet M. (1996). Teaching pronunciation: A reference for 
teachers of English to speakers of other languages. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
A course pack of readings related to various issues in pronunciation instruction. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
CD player, computer – PowerPoint and occasional use of pronunciation software. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
15%  class discussion and presentation of researched current pronunciation articles (GWIFs) 
20%  quizzes 
25%  written assignments 
40%  term project 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
Week 1 Historical overview of the role of pronunciation instruction in ELT 
  Factors to consider in pronunciation instruction (e.g. age of learners) 
  Current issues in pronunciation and TESL (e.g. world Englishes) 
Week 2 Integrating pronunciation support into communicative English lesson plans 
  Pronunciation syllabus design & assessment methods 
Week 3 Pronunciation based computer assisted language learning 
  Pronunciation activity design and evaluation 
Week 4 The sound system of English - vocal organs, place & manner of articulation 
  ESL/EFL textbooks and their use of phonetic alphabets; (IPA) and (NAE) 
Week 5 Teaching English vowels - tongue height, frontness/backness, tense/lax, rounding, & diphthongs 
Week 6 Teaching English consonants – stops, fricatives, and affricates 
Week 7 Teaching English consonants - nasals, liquids, glides, and consonant clusters 
Week 8 Syllables & stress - stress timed vs. syllable timed, word stress vs. sentence stress 
Week 9 Intonation, pitch movement, intonation & discourse 
Week 10 Rhythm- thought groups & parsing 
Week 11  Features of connected discourse and environmental influences - assimilation, elision,  reductions, linking, 
  contractions, & vowel lengthening 
Week 12 Language contrasts between English and other languages 
Week 13  Future directions in pronunciation instruction, lessons for young learners, pronunciation and spelling 
 


