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Teaching ESL Writing and Grammar: From Theory to Practice

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course is designed to give students preparing to teach English as a second language the opportunity to
create and practice-teach lessons which reflect some of the current findings coming out of research in the
TESL field. Students will have the freedom to choose the subject content and level of ESL/EFL students their
lessons will target, and emphasis will be put on 1) allowing new research findings to inform teaching, 2)
developing practical teaching skills through preparing specific units of instruction, teaching simulations, and
feedback, and 3) fostering ongoing reflective habits as teachers.

PREREQUISITES: 60 university level credits with a GPA of 2.67 or higher
COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 25 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: Hrs
Student Directed Learning: 35 Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: Once per year
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes XI No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes XI No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes XI No

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:

Beverly Binder Moira Kloster, Curriculum Chair

Department Head: Dean:

Catherine McDonald Karen Evans
UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: Mar. 2, 2007
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
e create and teach ESL lesson plans for a variety of levels of learners that reflect a response to implications of current research findings
* locate resources that they need for a wide spectrum of teaching situations varying in type of student and content
o contribute to and receive feedback from a community of colleagues
* independently continue to mature as reflective practitioners
METHODS:

e Supervision of pair presentations of research findings, group discussion and teaching simulations, pairwork and individual work creating
lessons from in-class and out-of-class resources

e Seminar

e Whole-class discussion

e Lecture

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  [X] Yes ] No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Portfolio assessment.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

A course pack assembled by the instructor with articles reflecting some of the key points of current discussion in the TESL field.

A collection of resource books available in the library and also made available during appropriate classes for students to use in developing their
lesson plans. (This collection will include both ESL student texts and teachers’ manuals and resource books.)

A bibliography of current seminal articles in the field of TESL related to the themes presented.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Reflection logs 15%
Lesson simulations (3) 60%
Reading around an interest 15%
Presentation of readings 10%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

The course structure might include these elements:

e Teacher will present several current research themes and findings.

* Students will read more extensively around one theme and present their synthesis of the material to the class with questions for discussion.

e Students will engage in 3 lesson simulations that include 1) creating an imaginary context for their teaching, 2) choosing a unit of study, 3)
familiarizing themselves with the needed content, 4) creating a lesson plan for a specific class that reflects an application of one of the
research findings they consider important, 5) practice-teaching their lesson to a group of peers, 6) receiving and giving peer feedback on
simulations in their group, and 6) turning in the lesson plan package.

o Students will keep a Reflection Log recording after each class how what they have investigated or experienced connects with their own
intended practice.

Focus theories might include:
o Negotiating identity through language
Imagination and investment
Power dynamics in the representations and positionings of multilingual/L2 learners
Multi-modality, motivation, and meaning-making, mother-tongue maintenance, and making friends with popular culture
English as an international language / knowledge structures
Content-based instruction



