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THEA 121

COURSE NAME/NUMBER

Theatre 3

FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS

Introduction to Technical Theatre |

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

An introduction to the organizational structure of theatre companies and to the fundamental techniques of stage
management, lighting, and set construction.

PREREQUISITES: none
COREQUISITES: none
PRE or COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S):
(a) Replaces:

SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)

(b) Cross-listed with:

(c) Cannot take:

for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:

TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:
Length of course:

Lectures: 11 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: Hrs

Laboratory: 24 Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: 25 Hrs Maximum enrolment: 18

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: annually

Other (specify): Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) []Yes [ No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) [ Yes 1 No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: X Yes [1No

Course designer(s): Astrid Beugeling

Department Head: Bruce Kirkley

Date approved: April 2011

Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll

Date of meeting: May 6, 2011
Date approved: May 6, 2011

Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte

Date approved: May 6, 2011

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: May 13, 2011
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

e Describe the organizational structure of theatre companies and production teams, from a typical small theatre
company to a large production house

o Explain and apply fundamental stage management, lighting, and set construction techniques
Demonstrate a fundamental understanding of backstage theatre operations
Demonstrate familiarity and competence with safe practices in technical theatre according to Actsafe arts
production guidelines for health and safety (http://www.actsafe.ca/)

o Describe and behave according to standard practices of theatre etiquette and production teamwork

o Participate in technical theatre practices related to the Theatre department’s productions

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, discussion, lab work, theatre tours, supervised technical participation in theatre productions (field experience).

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
X Examination(s) X Portfolio assessment X Interview(s) [] Other (specify):

[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:]

Stagecraft Fundamentals, Rita Kogler Carver, 1* Ed. (2009)
Scene Design and Stage Lighting Parker, Block & Wolf, 8th Ed.
Stage Lighting Step by Step by Graham Walters

Stage Lighting by Richard Pilbrow

The Stage Manager’'s Handbook by Ebert Gruver

Stage Management by Lawrence Stern

Students will be expected to read the plays in the Theatre production season.

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Construction project 20%
Mini-prompt script 20%
Production meeting minutes 5%

In-class quiz 10%
Final exam 30%
Ushering 5%

Field experience 10%

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction

Week 2 Backstage Etiquette

Week 3 Actsafe: A representative from Actsafe [Safety and Health in Arts Production and Entertainment] will go
over industry standards for Safety and Health.

Week 4 Stage Management: Learn how to prepare your Prompt Script for rehearsal and how to include the
BLOCKING process.

Week 5 Stage Management: Review last week’s blocking process, and work on Prompt Scripts.

Week 6 Lighting Design: Learn about the various lighting instruments, lighting equipment, the basics of the
Lighting Board, a Lighting Designer’s basic needs and how to read a lighting plot.

Week 7 Lighting: hanging and focusing lights

Week 8 Lighting: hang and focus workshop

Week 9 Publicity, Front of House, and Box Office

Weeks 10-13 Construction Workshop: How to build flats, risers, stair units, materials used and some typical drafting
standards. Learn about the tools and do some hands on practice using the various power tools.
Week 14 Review and Wrap



