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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: THEA 121 Number of Credits: 3  Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Technical Theatre I 

Course Short Title: Technical Theatre I 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department (or program if no department): Theatre 

Calendar Description:  

Introduces fundamentals of technical theatre arts, including terminology; contemporary production models; inclusive, sustainable, 
alternative, and safe work practices; and teamwork. Students will complete experiential, skills-based projects related to costumes 
(including hair and makeup), lighting, sound, and projections.  

 

Note: Students are required to attend at least one live professional performance outside of class time. 

Note: This class may require field trips. 

 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  None. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode:      May be offered in multiple delivery 
modes 

Expected frequency: Annually 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 18 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 18 

Supervised laboratory hours (shop) 36 

Practicum 6 

       

       

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: Yes 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: No  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours:  No    Yes 

Department approval       Date of meeting:   June 4, 2024     

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  February 28, 2025 

  

OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE FORM 

http://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/secretariat/policies/
https://www.ufv.ca/secretariat/policies/
http://www.bctransferguide.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Transfer-Credit-Request-Form.docx
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Describe the tasks and responsibilities associated with the various roles in a contemporary theatre production model. 
2. Identify technical production and design information contained within a dramatic text. 
3. Identify best practices for physical, mental, and emotional wellbeing within technical theatre practice using Indigenous 

ways of knowing and being wherever possible. 
4. Explain environmentally sustainable and inclusive practices in technical theatre. 
5. Demonstrate safe work practices in lab activities, based on professional industry standards for technical theatre. 
6. Describe elements of technical theatre practice observed through attending live performances, both verbally and in writing. 
7. Explain basic technical and aesthetic principles related to costumes, lighting, projections, hair and makeup, and sound in live 

theatre. 
8. Apply technical skills and principles in creative projects related to costumes, lighting, projections and sound. 

                                                   

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Quizzes/tests:       15% Assignments:      40% Lab work:      30% 

Holistic assessment  15%       %       % 

Details: 

Lab work (participation and completion of learning outcomes) 
Assignments includes 3 lab assignments and a live performance review of professional production review paper (10%)  
Holistic assessment includes reciprocal reflection by student and instructor on participation in lab work. Students will submit written 
reflection journal as part of this assessment.   
      

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lecture, discussion, labs, group work, field trips, online instruction. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Other  Mckinney, Joslin, & Palmer Scenography Expanded, Routledge 2018 

2. Online resource   Various Working in the Theatre, video streaming 
2003-
2020 

3. Textbook   Howard What is Scenography? 3rd Edition; Routledge 2019      

4. Textbook   Carver 
Stage Craft Fundamentals: A Guide and Reference for 
Theatrical Production; Routledge 

2009 

5. Other St. Bernard & Nolan Refractions: Scenes; Playwrights Canada Press 2020 
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

Computer or tablet with internet access, capable of running GarageBand or Audacity. Access to either MS Office or iWork for word 
processing and spreadsheets. 
 

Course Content and Topics 

Introduction to technical theatre 
• Safety and best practices protocol 
• Contemporary theatre production model 
• Technical theatre terminology 
• Venue tour 

Basics of technical theatre 
• Lab 1 (Costumes, hair, and makeup) 
• Breaking down the script 
• Working at heights 
• Rigging and knots basics 
• Lab 2 (Rigging and knots) 
• Wellbeing in technical theatre (physical, mental, and emotional) 

Lighting 
• Physics 
• Types of instruments 
• Hanging and focusing 
• Electrical safety 
• Lab 3 (Lighting) 

      

https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx
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Projections 
• Projection basics 
• Physics 
• Types of projectors and cables 
• Lab 4 (Projections) 

Sound 
• How to assess and discuss technical theatre 
• Sustainability, inclusivity, and collaboration in technical theatre 
• Sound 
• Physics of sound 
• Introduction to equipment 
• Setting up an audio system 
• Safety and noise levels 
• Lab 5 (Sound) 

 
Final project presentations 
 
 
                                                   

 


