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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: THEA 123 Number of Credits: 3  Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Technical Theatre II 

Course Short Title: Technical Theatre II 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department (or program if no department): Theatre 

Calendar Description:  

Introduces fundamentals of technical theatre arts, including terminology; contemporary production models; inclusive, sustainable, 
alternative, and safe work practices; and teamwork. Students will complete experiential, skills-based projects related to props, set 
construction, and scenic art.  

 

Note: Students are required to attend one live professional performance outside of class time. 

Note: Field trips outside of class time may be required. 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  None. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: Face-to-face only 

Expected frequency: Annually 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 18 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Lecture/seminar 18 

Supervised laboratory hours (shop) 36 

Practicum 6 

        

        

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: Yes 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours:  No    Yes 

Department approval  Date of meeting:  June 4, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  February 28, 2025 
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https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Transfer-Credit-Request-Form.docx
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Describe how technical theatre arts contribute to live theatre productions and considerations for working with Indigenous 
productions. 

2. Effectively communicate, orally and in writing, in technical theatre and production contexts (i.e. production meetings, 
email communication, production reports). 

3. Explain best practices for interpersonal conflict prevention and resolution in theatre production contexts. 
4. Outline basic principles of project planning and management (i.e. time management, budget, scope). 
5. Assess potential and real risks in shop, studio, and performance spaces. 
6. Explain basic technical and aesthetic principles related to properties, set construction, and scenic art in live theatre 

performance. 
7. Apply technical skills and principles in creative projects related to properties, set construction, and scenic art. 
8. Collaborate with peers to solve production problems, reach consensus, and give critique. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Quizzes/tests:  15% Assignments: 40% Lab work: 30% 

Holistic assessment    15%        %        % 

Details: 

Lab work (Participation and completion of learning outcomes) 
Assignments includes 3 lab assignments and a live performance review of professional production review paper (10%) 
Holistic assessment includes reciprocal reflection by student and instructor on participation in lab work. Student will submit written 
reflection journal as part of this assessment.   
 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, labs, field trips, presentations. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Textbook  Campbell Technical Theatre for Non-Technical People 2018 

2. Online resource   Various Working in the Theatre, video streaming 
2003-
2020 

3. Textbook   Savage Every Tool’s a Hammer 2019 

4. Textbook   Carver 
Stage Craft Fundamentals: A Guide and Reference for Theatrical 
Production 

2009 

5. Textbook Gillette Construction, Lighting, Sound, Costume and Makeup 2019 
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

 

Course Content and Topics 

Safety and technical theatre 

• Shop safety 

• Risk assessment 
Communication 

• Performativity of technical theatre 

• Digital communication (i.e. emails, spreadsheets, technical theatre documents) 

• Visual communication (i.e. sketch, drawings, renderings) 

• Introduction to production management, technical direction, and project planning 

• Conflict prevention and resolution 

• Venue tour 

• Working with Indigenous productions 
Properties 

• Categories of properties (i.e. hand, set, décor) 

• Basic properties building techniques (i.e. paper props, mask, puppets, upholstery, fake food) 

• Shop safety and safety of pops in performance (i.e. allergens, weapons, open flame) 

• Practical assessment or project 
 

https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx
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Set construction 

• Basics of set construction (i.e. tools and materials) 

• Identifying basic set components (i.e. flats, risers) 

• Basic set-building techniques 

• Practical assessment or project 
Scenic art 

• Basic tools of the scenic department 

• Principles of scenic art for theatre 

• Basic skills (i.e. Layout, marbling, wood grain, stone, brick) 

• Practical assessment or project 
 
 
 

 


