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THEA 202     Theatre  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

History of Theatre: Antiquity to the 18th Century 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course explores the evolution and diversity of theatre from its origins to the 18th century. It investigates the 
development and significance of a range of theatre forms and styles from different historical periods, which might 
include Greek tragedy, Roman comedy, Medieval pageantry, Japanese Noh, Shakespeare’s stage, Italian commedia 
dell’arte, or the Kathakali dance theatre of India. 

 
 

PREREQUISITES: THEA 101, or any six university-level credits  
COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 50  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 30 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 20 Hrs    
Laboratory:       Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 36  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Every other year  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1999 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: November 2016 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Bruce Kirkley  
Department Head: Bruce Kirkley   Date approved: October 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: October 15, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: November 12, 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: November 12, 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: November 26, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• identify and explain key developments from selected periods and traditions in the history of theatre, from antiquity to the 18th 

century, such as: the ritual origins of theatre, the classical theatres of Ancient Greece and Rome, the Medieval theatre in 
Europe, the theatres of India (Sanskrit, Kathakali) and Japan (Noh and Kabuki), Renaissance theatre in Italy, England, and 
Spain; French Neoclassical theatre; English Restoration theatre 

• recognize and delineate how major trends and issues in key areas of theatre - acting, audience, theatre architecture and 
performance spaces, scenography, directing - have evolved and unfolded during the period of study 

• identify and evaluate the contributions of key figures in theatre from its origins to the end of the 18th century 
• apply different critical and methodological approaches to the study of theatre both as an art form and as an historical construct 
• practice sound research and critical writing skills, particularly as these apply to the study of theatre history apply historical 

research to the creative process of theatre production, especially in acting, design and directing 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Presentations, demonstrations, discussions, seminars, class exercises, analysis of live theatre performances. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment    Interview(s)   Other (specify):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

A.M. Nagler. A Sourcebook in Theatrical History. New York: Dover, 1959.  (A classic and widely recognized collection of original 
documents in theatre history) 

Jennifer Wise & Craig S. Walker, eds. The Broadview Anthology of Drama (Volume I): From Antiquity Through the Eighteenth 
Century. Peterborough: Broadview Press, 2003. 

Course-pack containing essays, reviews, excerpts from key texts, photographs, etc. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Seminar 20% 
Essay 25% 
Midterm 20% 
Final exam 25% 
Class participation 10% 
  

 

COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

The course will be arranged according to key topics or themes, which will be examined in relation to a range of historical periods. 
The topics to be studied may vary from year to year, but will always involve at least four of the following key areas: acting, 
audiences, theatre architecture and performance space, scenography, and directing. Specific topics that might be studied include: 
ritual and theatre, gender and performance, audience composition and behaviour, theatre architecture as a reflection of cultural 
and social values, the interplay of performance space and representational space (locus and platea), historical and cultural 
approaches to acting and/or to scenic design. Each topic will occupy at least two weeks, but no more than four weeks of class time. 
The course overall will examine substantially at least four major historical periods or traditions from the origins of theatre to the end 
of the 18th century. 
 
Sample Syllabus: 
Week 1 Introduction: Ritual Performance 
Week 2 The Theatre of Ancient Greece 
Week 3 Staging Greek Tragedy: Sophocles, Oedipus Tyrannus 
Week 4 Roman Theatre 
Week 5 Staging Roman Comedy: Plautus, Miles Gloriosus 
Week 6 Medieval Theatre  
Week 7 Staging Medieval Theatre: Everyman 
Week 8 Japanese Theatre: The Traditions of Noh Theatre 
Week 9 Elizabethan and Jacobean Theatre 
Week 10 Staging Shakespeare: Hamlet 
Week 11 Indian Theatre: Kathakali 
Week 12 Molière, and the Commedia dell’arte 
Week 13 Staging Molière: Tartuffe 
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