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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 
Course Code and Number: THEA 211 Number of Credits: 3  Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title:  Intermediate Acting: Scene Study 
Course Short Title: Intmd Acting: Scene Study 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department (or program if no department): Theatre 

Calendar Description:  

Students work with contemporary and classical scripts, learning how to apply social and psychological relationships in creating 
characters, develop strong tactics in pursuit of character goals, and respond with immediacy and presence to actors in performance. 
 
Note: This course may involve field trips outside of class time to see plays. 
 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  THEA 112. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 
(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 
(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: Face-to-face only 

Expected frequency: Annually 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 24 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Tutorials/workshops 45 
    
   
        
        

Total hours 45 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR is available for this course. 

 
Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: Yes 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes  
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours:  No    Yes 

Department approval  Date of meeting:  June 4, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  February 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
1. Analyze contemporary and classical dramatic texts from an actor’s perspective. 
2. Execute script analysis using various approaches drawn from Western and Indigenous relations to performance text.  
3. Conduct research to determine the values, experiences, and circumstances relevant to developing character. 
4. Implement a range of acting tactics to develop a complex character. 
5. Apply vocal and physical techniques to embody a complex character.  
6. Respond with immediacy and presence to the actions and behaviours of other actors when performing. 
7. Collaborate effectively with peers to prepare and perform scenes and scenarios. 
8. Integrate critique from self, peers, and instructor to refine performances. 

 
Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Assignments:  80% Holistic assessment: 20%   % 

  %        %        % 

Details:  

Assignments include performances of a contemporary scene and classical scene, script analyses, and character research. 
Holistic assessment includes reciprocal reflection by students and instructor on active engagement in in-class exercises. 
 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Individual and group exercises, improvisation, scene-work, classical monologue preparation, class presentations, critique and 
discussion, field observation and study, attendance and analysis of theatre performances. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 
 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 
1. Other  Cohen Acting Power: The 21st Century Edition 1987 
2. Other   Caldarone, M. Actions: The Actor’s Thesaurus 2012 
3. Other   Luckett & Schaffer (Eds.) Black Acting Methods: Critical Approaches; Routledge 2017 

4. Other   Persley & Ndounou Breaking It Down: Audition Techniques for Actors of the 
Global Majority; Roman & Littlefield Publishers 2021 

5. Textbook Ginther (Ed.)  Stages of Reckoning: Antiracist and Decolonial Actor 
Training; Routledge 

2022 
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

Exercise mat, water bottle, and loose-fitting clothing required for classes.  
 
Course Content and Topics 

Contemporary scene 
• Script analysis 

o Given circumstances 
o Character objectives 
o Goals and obstacles  
o Non-western approaches  

• Acting tactics 
• Acting as reacting 

Classical scene 
• Working with classical text 

o Know what you are saying  
o Translate key ideas 
o Identity of self and classical texts (decolonizing the classical canon) 

• Rhythm and tempo: scantion, emphasis 
• Script analysis 
• Acting tactics 
• Acting as reacting 

 
 

https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx

	Date of meeting:  June 4, 2024
	Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024
	Date of meeting:  February 28, 2025
	Type
	Author or description 


