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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: THEA 291 Number of Credits: 3 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Acting in a Complex Role 

Course Short Title: Acting in a Complex Role 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department (or program if no department): Theatre 

Calendar Description:  

Students audition for, rehearse, and perform a complex role in a faculty-directed production as part of the UFV Theatre season.   

 

Note: Students may take this course for credit up to three times. 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  Department permission; audition required. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with:       

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: No 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: Face-to-face only 

Expected frequency: Every semester 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): 12 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Practicum 70 

        

        

        

        

Total hours 70 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR cannot be awarded for this course because: 

this is a process-based practicum course, credit can only be 
evaluated and awarded based on a student’s actual 
participation in the process. 

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: No 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours:  No    Yes 

Department approval  Date of meeting:  June 4, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  February 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Analyze a dramatic text from an actor’s perspective to determine the values, experiences, and circumstances relevant to a 
character. 

2. Realize the values, experiences, and actions of a complex character in performance. 
3. Apply physical and vocal techniques to embody their characterization. 
4. Revise performance based on director/instructor feedback. 
5. Critique one’s own performance constructively. 
6. Behave professionally and respectfully (i.e., arrive for rehearsals on time and prepared, conduct self appropriately during 

rehearsals, treat staff and students with respect). 
7. Collaborate effectively with peers, staff, and director, including participation in set strike. 
8. Reflect on rehearsal process and performances, demonstrating self-awareness. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Assignments:  40% Project: 40% Holistic assessment: 20% 

       %        %        % 

Details: 

Assignments may include: script analysis, character research, and reflection paper  
Project includes the student’s actual execution of the role (physical and vocal dexterity), ability to respond to feedback by revising 
performance, and development of complex character in performance;  
Holistic assessment includes reciprocal reflection by students and instructor on active engagement and effective collaboration with 
peers. To support this assessment, the student will keep a rehearsal journal and the instructor will keep track of attendance, 
professionalism and teamwork at all required rehearsals, workshops, performances, and set strike. 
 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Rehearsal and production process. This includes learning lines independently; rehearsals; workshops for voice, dance, singing, etc; 
costume fittings and parade; tech and dress rehearsals; performances; audience talkback sessions; set strike. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author or description  Title and publication/access details Year 

1. Other  Bogart And then, you act; Routledge 2007 

2. Other   Walker Suburban Motel; Talonbooks 2010 

3. Other   Kaufman The Laramie Project; Dramatis Play Service 2000 

4.                      

5.                    
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

Script for play, exercise mat, water bottle, rehearsal clothing, make-up kit.  
 

Course Content and Topics 

Rehearsal (6-8 weeks): research, script analysis, workshops, rehearsals 

Tech (2-3 weeks): cueing sessions, costume parade, tech rehearsals, dress rehearsals, previews) 

Performance (2 weeks): 6-10 public performances 

Post-production (1 week): set strike and reflection on what was learned 
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