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COURSE NAME/NUMBER FACULTY/DEPARTMENT UFV CREDITS
History of Musical Theatre

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course examines the development of musical theatre from the 18th century to the present, focusing on Broadway
and London’s West End. Content may include analyses of individual musicals that have transformed the genre, an
exploration of the place of musical theatre in popular culture, and an overview of Canadian musical theatre.
Attendance at two musical theatre performances chosen from a list provided by the instructor is required.

Note: This course is offered as THEA 306 and MUSC 306. Students may take only one of these for credit.

PREREQUISITES: One of the following: THEA 201, THEA 202, or 45 university-level credits.
COREQUISITES: None
PRE or COREQUISITES:  None

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program)
(&) Replaces:

(b) Cross-listed with: MUSC 306

(c) Cannot take: MUSC 306 for further credit.

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION:

STRUCTURE OF HOURS: Length of course:

Lectures: 25 Hrs Hours per day:

Seminar: 30 Hrs

Laboratory: Hrs OTHER:

Field experience: Hrs Maximum enrolment: 24

Student directed learning: Hrs Expected frequency of course offerings: Every other year
Other (specify): Theatre visits 5 Hrs (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.)

WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [ Yes [1No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes ] No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [1Yes [ 1No

Course designer(s): lan Fenwick

Department Head: Bruce Kirkley Date approved: November 2010

Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC) Date of meeting: November 19, 2010
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll Date approved: December 10, 2010
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte Date approved: December 10, 2010

Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval Date of meeting: January 28, 2011
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LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

o |dentify the major periods, authors and composers in the development of musical theatre
Describe the relationship and importance of book, music and lyrics in the contemporary musical
Describe the business of creating and producing a Broadway or West End musical
Evaluate the musical in terms of its ability to confirm and confront social norms
Describe the book, lyrics and music of selected key musicals
Demonstrate an understanding of critical approaches to analyzing a musical

METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, seminars, videos, recordings, attending performances, guest lecturer.

METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
X] Examination(s) X Portfolio assessment X Interview(s)

[] Other (specify):

[] PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

The Cambridge Companion to the Musical edited by William A. Everett and Paul Laird, Cambridge, 2008
Broadway North: The Dream of a Canadian Musical Theatre by Mel Atkey, Natural Heritage Books, 2006

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

Tickets to no more than two professional productions

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Paper 25%
Seminar 20%
Reports on musical performances 20%
Exam 25%
Class participation 10%

COURSE CONTENT:

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

Week 1 Introduction to Musical Theatre, defining the genre, and the creation of a Broadway musical
Week 2 British Comic Opera — The Beggars Opera to The Mikado

Week 3 The Evolving American Musical Theatre from the Black Crook to George M. Cohan and Irving Berlin
Week 4 Images of African Americans, Showboat and Porgy and Bess

Week 5 The Great Depression, The Cradle Will Rock and the Screen Musical

Week 6 The Musical Play — Oklahoma and Rodgers and Hammerstein

Week 7 The Golden Age from the 1940s to the 1960s

Week 8 Directors and Dance

Week 9 Bernstein and Sondheim

Week 10 The Rock Musical — Hair to Rent including Canadians on Broadway

Week 11 The Canadian scene from Spring Thaw to the Drowsy Chaperone

Week 12 Lloyd Webber and the Megamusical

Week 13 Musical Theatre today, new voices, new directions
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