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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice.

Course Code and Number: THEA 405 ‘ Number of Credits: 6 Course credit policy (105)

Course Full Title: Devising
Course Short Title: Devising

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities ‘ Department (or program if no department): Theatre

Calendar Description:

Introduces a variety of devising methods to creating an original performance that does not rely on a pre-existing script. In the fall,
students explore improvisational techniques and collaborative ensemble creation focused on personal, social, and political narratives. In
the winter, students work as an ensemble to develop a performance piece as part of a public-facing showcase. Throughout the course,
students enhance their communication and project management skills, apply their knowledge of devising practice, and develop their
artistic voice.

Note: This course is offered as THEA 405A and THEA 405B. Students must take both in the same academic year to receive credit.
Note: Mandatory showcase of performances takes place after the last day of classes in late April.

Note: This course requires rehearsal outside of scheduled class time and may require watching a live performance.

Note: Students with credit for THEA 352, THEA 353, or THEA 452 cannot take this course for further credit.

Prerequisites (or NONE): One of THEA 211, THEA 215, (THEA 112 and THEA 250), or 45 university-level credits.

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE): None.

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE): | None.

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) Course Details
Former course code/number: Special Topics course: No
Cross-listed with: (If yes, the course will be offered under different letter

designations representing different topics.)
Equivalent course(s): THEA 352, THEA 353, THEA 452 .
Directed Study course: No

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be (See policy 207 for more information.)

included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) | Grading System: Letter grades

Delivery Mode: Face-to-face only

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours Expected frequency: Every other year

Lecture/seminar 15 Maximum enrolment (for information only): 15
Tutorials/workshops 75
Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR)
PLAR is available for this course.
Total hours 90 Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.)

Scheduled Laboratory Hours Transfer credit already exists: No

K No []Yes Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours: o )
(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.)

Department approval Date of meeting: June 4, 2024

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting: December 6, 2024

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting: February 28, 2025



http://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/secretariat/policies/
https://www.ufv.ca/secretariat/policies/
http://www.bctransferguide.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Transfer-Credit-Request-Form.docx
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.)

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. Evaluate contemporary approaches to devised theatre, incorporating theories and practices from diverse disciplines and
perspectives including BIPOC creators.

Explain how theatre can be used as a tool for social change that engages with local and global communities.
Demonstrate how theatre can be created from a range of materials, inspirations, and personal experiences.

Create theatre performances through the application of theories and practices of devising.

Collaborate effectively with an ensemble and with designers to devise original performances.

Apply constructive critique from self, peers, and instructor to improve creative practice.

Communicate clearly and professionally in multiple ways (i.e. orally, non-verbally, in written texts, artistic portfolio).

Nogoprwd

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.)

Assignments: 55% | Project: 30% | Holistic assessment: 15%

% % %

Details:
Assignments include devised practices analysis, creative research presentation, devised project proposal, devised project
presentations, technical requests sheet (i.e. lighting requests, cue sheet, props and costume lists), reflection journal, artistic portfolio.

Project will include collaboratively creating a devised performance, which will require working creatively and professionally with
others through a rehearsal process, public presentation, and a self-assessment post-performance.
Holistic assessment includes reciprocal reflection by student and instructor on participation in praxis/applied activities.

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor.

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.)

Lectures, field trips, seminars, video/film screenings, studio labs, workshops, presentations, performances, weekly meetings with the
technical production team.

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER)
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.)

Type Author or description Title and publication/access details Year
1. Other Heddon & Milling DeV|S|_ng Performance: a Critical Theory; Palgrave 2005
Macmillan
Devising Theatre: A Practical and Theoretical
2. Other Oddey Handbook; Routledge 1994
3. Other Mermikides & Smart (Eds.) Devising in Process; Palgrave Macmillan 2010

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.)

Course Content and Topics

THEA 405A, Fall term:
Process: ways and means of making theatre
e Devising in communities
e Documentary theatre
o Verbatim theatre
o Newspaper theatre
o Theatre for living
From process to product

Relationship and practice
Theatre of the oppressed
Playback theatre

Forum theatre

e Documentary theatre project
Devising practice

Analyzing devised productions
Contemporary devising
Post-modern performance
Visual performance project



https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx
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THEA 405B, Winter term:
Devising processes

e Analysis of devised performance companies and pieces
o Station House Opera’s The Other Is You
Red Room’s Unstated
Third Angel’s 9 Billion Miles from Home
Red Sky Performance’s Miigis: Underwater Panther
Yuyachkani's The Last Essay

e Ensemble and solo creations
o Devising techniques and performance style proposal
o Ideation
o Presentation of works-in-progress
Scenographic devising
Sound
Video
Lighting
Non-animate objects
Technical needs requests submitted
Working with technical production team
e Integrating feedback
Devised ensemble projects
e Rehearsal
Working with designers and production team
Integrating feedback and clarifying choices
Preparing for public performance (final rehearsals, technical and dress rehearsals)
Showcase performances
Reflection on process and performance

e o o o o o
O O O O




