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Theatre 453 Theory and Practice of Directing 3
SUBJECT/NUMBER OF COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE UCFV CREDITS

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION: An introduction of the fundamentals of directing commencing with a survey of
directing history and theory. The course will focus on the director's creative process. Each student will work on practical
directing assignments culminating in the presentation of a one-act play.

RATIONALE:

COURSE PREREQUISITES: THEA 211 plus one of (THEA 199 or THEA 299)

COURSE COREQUISITES: None
HOURS PER TERM Lecture hrs Student Directed
FOR EACH Laboratory 45 hrs Learning hrs
STUDENT Seminar 45  hrs Other - specify:
Field Experience hrs hrs
TOTAL 90 HRS
MAXIMUM ENROLMENT:
Is transfer credit requested? 9 Yes - No
AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:
Course Designer(s): I. Fenwick Chairperson: E. Davis

Curriculum Committee

Department Head: lan Fenwick, BA, MFA Dean: J.D. Tunstall, PhD

PAC: Approval in Principle PAC: Final Approval: December 17, 1997
(Date) (Date)
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SYNONYMOUS COURSES:

(a) replaces N/A
(course #)

(b) cannot take N/A for further credit
(course #)

SUPPLIES/MATERIALS:

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS (List reading resources elsewhere)

Ball, William. A sense of Direction. New York, 1984
Brook, Peter. The Empty Space. London, 1968
Dean, Alexander and Carra, Lawrence. Fundamentals of Play Directing. New York, 1980

OBJECTIVES:

1. Introduce the theory and practice of basic directing.

2. Survey the history of directing and consider the director's role in the creative process.
3. Research into directing approaches.

4. Practical assignments based on research.

METHODS:

Seminar with some audio visual supplementation
Practical 'hands on' studio research

STUDENT EVALUATION PROCEDURE:

Quizzes (2) 10%
Essay 15%
Directing Approach Assignment 15%
Scene Work (with written component) 15%
One-Act Play Work (with written component) 30%
Journal 15%
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COURSE CONTENT

Week  Topic

1 Survey directing history

2 Exploring the text

3 20" century directing styles
4 Exploration of theatrical space
5 Directing approaches

6 Play analysis

7 Working with actors |

8 Scene presentations

9 The work of Peter Brook
10 Working with designers

11 Working interdisciplinary
12 Working with actors 11

13 Coaching

14 Preview

15 Present one-acts

Reading List

Bentley, Eric. In Search of Theatre, New York, 1954
Branagh, Kenneth, Beginning. London, 1989
Braun, Edward. The Director and the Stage. London, 1982
Chaikin, Joseph. _The Presence of the Actor. New York, 1972
Clurman, Harold. On Directing New York, 1972
Cole, Toby and Helen - Krich Chinory eds. Directors on Directing. Indianapolis, 1963
Guthrie, Tyrone. _A Life in the Theatre. New York, 1959
Hodge, Francis. Play Directing. New Jersey, 1971
Leiter, Samuel. From Belasco to Brook. Westport, CT. 1991
. From Stanislavsky to Barrault. Westport, CT. 1991
Williams, David, ed. Peter Brook: A Theatrical Casebook. London, 1988




