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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

  
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: THEATRE 

THEA 453       4 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER       FORMER COURSE NUMBER     UCFV CREDITS 

THEORY AND PRACTICE OF DIRECTING 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

An introduction of the fundamentals of directing commencing with a survey of directing history and theory.  The course will focus on the 
director’s creative process.  Each student will work on practical directing assignments culminating in the presentation of a one-act play. 

 
PREREQUISITES: THEA 211 plus one of THEA 199 or THEA 299 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: N/A        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: N/A for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 90  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures:      Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 45 Hrs    
Laboratory: 45 Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 24  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 1996 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2001 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2005 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR format) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 I. Fenwick        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 B. Kirkley  Virginia B. Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: December 13, 2000 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

1. Introduce the theory and practice of basic directing. 
2. Survey the history of directing and consider the director’s role in the creative process. 
3. Research into directing approaches. 
4. Practical assignments based on research. 
 
 
METHODS: 

Seminar with some audio visual supplementation  
Practical ‘hands on’ studio research 
 
PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check :)  Yes  No 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Through portfolio and interview. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 

[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 
 
Ball, William.  A sense of Direction.  New York, 1984 
Brook, Peter.  The Empty Space.  London, 1968 
Dean, Alexander and Carra, Lawrence.  Fundamentals of Play Directing.  New York, 1980 
 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

      
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 
 
Quizzes  (2)     10% 
Essay      15% 
Directing Approach Assignment   15% 
Scene work (with written component)  15% 
One-Act Play Work (with written component)  30% 
Journal      15% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 

[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 
 
Week  Topic 
 
1  Survey directing history 
2  Exploring the text 
3  20th century directing styles 
4  Exploration of theatrical space 
5  Directing approaches 
6  Play analysis 
7  Working with actors I 
8  Scene presentations 
9  The work of Peter Brook 
10  Working with designers 
11  Working interdisciplinary 



 
12  Working with actors II 
13  Coaching 
14  Preview 
15  Present one-acts 
 
Reading List 
 
Bentley, Eric.  In Search of Theatre, New York, 1954 
Kranagh, Kenneth, Beginning.  London, 1989 
Braun, Edward.  The Director and the Stage.  London, 1982 
Chaikin, Joseph.  The Presence of the Actor.  New York, 1972 
Clurman, Harold.  On Directing.  New York, 1972 
Cole, Toby and Helen – Krich Chinory eds.  Directors on Directing.  Indianapolis, 1963 
Guthrie, Tyrone.  A Life in the Theatre.  New York, 1959 
Hodge, Francis.  Play Directing.  New Jersey, 1971 
Leiter, Samuel.  From Belasco to Brook.  Westport, CT.  1991 
Leiter, Samuel.  From Stanislavsky to Barrault.  Westport, CT.  1991 
Williams, David, ed.  Peter Brook:  A Theatrical Casebook.  London, 1988 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


