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Note: The University reserves the right to amend course outlines as needed without notice. 
 

Course Code and Number: THEA 490 Number of Credits: 3 Course credit policy (105) 

Course Full Title: Directed Studies in Theatre 

Course Short Title: Directed Studies in Theatre 

Faculty: Faculty of Humanities Department (or program if no department): Theatre 

Calendar Description:  

Pursue in-depth independent study of a particular issue, problem, or topic in theatre not otherwise offered. Students develop detailed 
individual course proposals in consultation with a faculty member, indicating the readings or other study to be undertaken and how the 
course will be assessed. 

 

Note: Students may take this course for credit twice under different topics. 

Prerequisites (or NONE):  33 university-level credits and department permission. 

Corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Pre/corequisites (if applicable, or NONE):  None. 

Antirequisite Courses (Cannot be taken for additional credit.) 

Former course code/number:       

Cross-listed with: 

Equivalent course(s):       

(If offered in the previous five years, antirequisite course(s) will be 
included in the calendar description as a note that students with credit 
for the antirequisite course(s) cannot take this course for further credit.) 

Course Details 

Special Topics course: No 

(If yes, the course will be offered under different letter 
designations representing different topics.)  

Directed Study course: Yes; 1 repeat for credit 

(See policy 207 for more information.) 

Grading System: Letter grades 

Delivery Mode: May be offered in multiple delivery modes 

Expected frequency: Infrequent 

Maximum enrolment (for information only): N/A 

Typical Structure of Instructional Hours 

Supervised directed learning (directed studies only) 60 

   

        

        

        

Total hours 60 
 

Prior Learning Assessment and Recognition (PLAR) 

PLAR cannot be awarded for this course because: 

this is a directed studies course. 

Transfer Credit (See bctransferguide.ca.) 

Transfer credit already exists: No 

Submit outline for (re)articulation: Yes  

(If yes, fill in transfer credit form.) 

Scheduled Laboratory Hours 

Labs to be scheduled independent of lecture hours:  No    Yes 

Department approval  Date of meeting:  June 4, 2024 

Faculty Council approval Date of meeting:  December 6, 2024 

Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) approval Date of meeting:  February 28, 2025 
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Learning Outcomes (These should contribute to students’ ability to meet program outcomes and thus Institutional Learning Outcomes.) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Propose a course of study on a specific area of interest in consultation with a faculty supervisor.  
2. Design a course project in consultation with a faculty supervisor.  
3. Research a substantial number of sources. 
4. Apply appropriate critical frames to the course project. 
5. Demonstrate advanced writing or performance competence as appropriate to the project. 
6. Engage in self-reflexive learning. 

 

Recommended Evaluation Methods and Weighting (Evaluation should align to learning outcomes.) 

Assignments:  40% Project: 60%   % 

       %        %        % 

Details: 

Assignments may include reading responses, performance analysis, presentations, reflection on process. Project is a research project 
on a topic (will usually include a written and a performance/ praxis component). Student evaluation to be determined in consultation with 
faculty member. 
 

NOTE: The following sections may vary by instructor. Please see course syllabus available from the instructor. 

Typical Instructional Methods (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Weekly discussions with faculty supervisor and, when appropriate, with others. 

Texts and Resource Materials (Include online resources and Indigenous knowledge sources. Open Educational Resources (OER) 
should be included whenever possible. If more space is required, use the Supplemental Texts and Resource Materials form.) 

 Type Author  Title and publication/access details Year 

1.   The student will develop a detailed reading list in consultation with the faculty member.   

2.     

3.     
 

Required Additional Supplies and Materials (Software, hardware, tools, specialized clothing, etc.) 

Example of texts for this course might be: 
Ball, David. Backwards and Forwards: A Technical Manual for Reading Plays. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University Press, 1983 
Bly, Mark, ed. The Production Notebooks: Theatre in Process. Vol. II. New York: Theatre Communications Group, 2001. 
Cardullo, Bert, ed. What is Dramaturgy? New York: Peter Lang, 1995 
Chemers, Michael M. Ghost Light: An Introductory Handbook for Dramaturgy. Carbondale: Southern Illinois UP, 2010. 
Freeman, Neil, ed. The Applause First Folio of Shakespeare in Modern Type. New York: Applause, 2001.Hartley, Andrew James. The 
Shakespearean Dramaturg: A Theoretical and Practical Guide. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2005. 
Hutton, James. trans. Aristotle’s Poetics. New York: Norton, 1982. 
Irelan, Scott R. and Anne Fletcher, Julie Felise Dubiner. The Process of Dramaturgy: A Handbook. Newburyport: Focus, 2010. 
Kahn, David and Donna Breed. Scriptwork: A Director’s Approach to New Play Development. Carbondale: Southern Illinois University 
Press, 1995 
Literary Managers and Dramaturgs of the Americas. www.lmda.org/  
 

Course Content and Topics  

Sample topic: Dramaturgy 

Introduction to dramaturgy 

• Survey the field of dramaturgy 

• Create an annotated bibliography of leading and useful sources 

• Prepare a dramaturgical analysis of a Shakespeare play e.g. Much Ado About Nothing 
Applied dramaturgy 

• Student works closely with the director on preparing the text and background literary material of the Shakespearean play 
chosen by the department for production 

• Attends rehearsal documenting the progress of the production and providing literary and historical resources to the cast, 
designers and crew  

• Documents the production process with particular emphasis on the evolution of the performance text. 

• Conducts open seminar on the role of the dramaturg in a Shakespeare production. 
Reflection on learning 

• Reflection on learning and the student’s experience 

• Artistic portfolio submission documenting the experience 
 

 

https://open.bccampus.ca/
https://www.ufv.ca/media/assets/senate/uec/resources/Supplemental-Texts-and-Resource-Materials-Form.docx
http://www.lmda.org/

