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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: VISUAL ARTS 

VA 115       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

Introductory Studio I: Material Practices 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course introduces students to techniques and ideas related to creative forms of image making and 
surface production. Various methods of visual communication will be examined in relation to current textile 
and fibre arts, two dimensional media practices, including painting, print and photographic processes, as well 
as crossovers between disciplines. Students will explore colour and design within a wide range of material 
processes and will apply this knowledge towards the development of their studio investigations. The course 
will challenge students to effectively engage in the creative strategies particular to each medium.  
 

 
PREREQUISITES: None 
COREQUISITES: None 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:        Visual Arts; Graphic Design; Fashion Design
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take:       for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
  

 
  LENGTH OF COURSE:  

STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    HOURS PER DAY:  
Lectures: 16 Hrs    
Seminar: 8 Hrs    
Laboratory: 28 Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning: 8 Hrs    
Other (Specify):         Hrs  

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 25  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS:       
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2005 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2009 
(Four years after implementation date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Toni Latour; Gayle Ramsden;  
                                         Grace Tsurumaru; Davida Kidd 

 Raymond Welch (Curriculum Committee) 

  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jacqueline Nolte  Virginia B. Cooke 
PAC Approval in Principle Date:       PAC Final Approval Date: April 29, 2005 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By the end of the course, the student will have: 
 

– been exposed to the interdisciplinary nature of contemporary 2-D practice 
– demonstrated independent , creative thinking in the development of projects from conception to realization 
– developed an understanding of each medium and process introduced in class and demonstrated this in studio practice  
– applied an appropriate critical analysis of art works based on contemporary concepts  
– successfully demonstrated creative problem-solving skills in relation to course projects 
– learned to articulate in visual and verbal form conceptual information covered in the class  
– will have participated in in-class discussions, seminars and critiques in a reflective and informed manner 
– been exposed to critical discussions of artworks in a wide range of media 
– developed professional attitudes in working with others in a shared studio situation 

 
METHODS: 

Lecture 
Demonstrations 
Critiques 
Studio Projects 
 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Interview and portfolio assessment 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Berger, John (1972).Ways of Seeing. Peter Smith Pub Inc. 
 
Belvin, Marjorie Elliott (1993). Design Through Discovery, the Elements and Principles. (2nd edition).Wadsworth Publishing 
Company.  
 
Contemporary art journals as well as journals that indicate interdisciplinary links such as Fibre Arts 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

- range of pencils HB - 6H 
- acrylic paint 
- variety of sized brushes 
- found materials, papers and other surfaces 
- textiles and fabrics 
- india ink 
- glue gun 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Studio Projects          80% 
Sketchbook Journal        10% 
Attendance: Regular attendance is mandatory as it enriches ones perspective                     
and aids in the attainment of knowledge and experience.       5%     
Participation: Includes a positive attitude, a demonstrated willingness to engage in       
classroom critiques and discussions, a commitment to ongoing studio activity, and a  
professional attitude in working with others in a shared studio situation.  Through critical  
analysis and peer critique the student can begin to gain confidence in expressing his/her  
views and understanding how critiques can be positive steps towards creative growth.          5% 
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COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week: 
 
1. Introduction to the course: Content, general topics, materials. 

Slide lecture: Introduction to specific media, practices, and processes covered in the course as well as mixed 
media applications. 
Reading: selection from text. 

 
2.  Slide Talk: An introduction to contemporary photography and photographers 
  Introduction to assignment #1: Photography 
  Technical demonstrations related to assignment 
 
3.  Work period and individual consultations related to assignment #1 
 
4. Critique and discussion of Assignment #1: Photography 
 
5. Slide Talk: An introduction to Print Media  
  Introduction to assignment #2: e.g. Print Media  
 

This module will cover the possibilities of extending drawing and print through the use of changing scale, 
repetition, found and made textures/images and collage. Pictorial relationships will be explored in terms of 
permutations of printed elements. 
 

  Technical demonstrations related to assignment 
 
6. Work period and individual consultations related to assignment #2 
 
7. Critique and discussion of Assignment #2: Print Media  
 
8. Slide Talk: An introduction to contemporary Textile and Fibre Arts and related artists 
  Introduction to assignment #3: Fibres, Textiles and Surfaces 

Technical demonstrations related to assignment 
 
9. Work period and individual consultations related to assignment #3 
 
10. Critique and discussion of Assignment #3: Textile and Fibre Arts 
 
11. Slide Talk: An introduction to contemporary interdisciplinary approaches to painting  

Introduction to assignment #4: Interdisciplinary painting project incorporating techniques and materials explored in 
previous projects 
Technical demonstrations related to assignment 
 

12. Work period and individual consultations related to assignment #4 
 
13. Critique and discussion of Assignment #4: Interdisciplinary painting project 

Studio Cleanup 
 
 
 


