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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Visual Arts 

VA 171       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

New Media I 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  
This course offers an introduction to the language, content, and methods of time-based media. Students are introduced to 
slide/sound installation, video and performance art, as they relate to the visual arts.  These media are investigated through 
both studio production and academic research. Many disciplines covered in this course share common histories and 
interrelated studio practices. Interdisciplinary work is therefore encouraged. The overall objective is to provide students with 
hands-on production experience while familiarizing them with the various visual and textual discourses that surround time-
based art production. 

 
PREREQUISITES: none 
COREQUISITES: none 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces: VA 171        
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: VA 171 for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 35 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:     
Seminar: 6 Hrs    
Laboratory: 5 Hrs    
Field Experience: 8 Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify): Demos 6 Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 17  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: annual 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: November 2009 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Toni Latour        (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jacqueline Nolte  Eric Davis 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: December 7, 2005 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

The primary objective of this course is to provide students with hands-on production experience while familiarizing them with the 
various visual and textual discourses that surround time-based art disciplines.  Through a material and conceptual introduction to 
contemporary media, the student will gain an appreciation for the diverse possibilities within art production.  Outcomes will include 
knowledge of installation art, site-specific art, video art, and performance art. 
 
METHODS: 

Course content is explored through student presentations, reading assignments, individual projects, visual presentations  

of time-based work, technical demonstrations, class critiques and discussions. 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Portfolio review 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Course package assembled by the instructor.   
Art Speak by Robert Atkins is a recommended text. 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

Basic supplies include professional video tapes, slide film, audio cassettes, and mini disks.  It is recommended that students 
purchase supplies as they need them. Some supplies will be determined by them. 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

70%  Projects                     

20%  Group Presentation 

10%  Attendance/Participation 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Class 1:  Introductions, course outline review, equipment sign out procedures, hallway exhibition areas 

Group presentation handout – forming of groups 

Video: An Introduction to Contemporary Art  

 

Class 2:  Assignment handout for Project #1 – Slide/Sound Installation 

Reading Assignments: Art Words: Installation Art, and Installation Art Preface 

 Video Screening and Discussion: Krzysztof Wodiczko 

 

Class 3:  Equipment Demos: SLR camera, tripod, studio lights, slide projector, mini disk recorder, stereo 

Critique hand out 

 

Class 4: Individual consultations: must be prepared with drawings and notes based on project idea 

 



 
Class 5:  Video screening, lecture and discussion of contemporary installation artists  

 

Class 6:  Group Presentation: Installation Art 

                             Work Period 

 

Class 7:  Work Period  

 

Class 8:  Project #1 Due: Slide/Sound Installation 

                            Critique for Project #1  

   

Class 9:  Critique for Project #1 

   

Class 10:               Critique for Project #1 

 

Class 11:               Guest speaker (tentative date) 

 

Class 12: Assignment handout for Project #2 – Performative Durational Video (no editing) 

                            Reading Assignment: Art Words: Video Art, and Filmgoing/Videogoing: Making Distinctions 

                            Video art screening, lecture and discussion 

 

Class 13:  Demo: Video camera operation, tripod, lighting, video projection 

 

Class 15:  Individual consultations: must be prepared with drawings and notes based on project idea  

 

Class 16:              Field Trip (tentative date) 

 

Class 17: Group Presentation: Video Art 

  Work period 

 

Class 18: Project #2 Due – Performative Video 

  Critique for Project #2 
 
 

 


