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OFFICIAL COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department and the material will vary 
- see course syllabus available from instructor 

 
FACULTY/DEPARTMENT: Visual Arts 

VA 180       3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FORMER COURSE NUMBER  UCFV CREDITS 

Digital Photograhy I 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

Emphasis is on the basics of digital imaging techniques beginning with scanning procedures and progressing through to the 
production of a final print.  Techniques covered include the use of palettes, tools, layers and masks, as well as the 
application of text to images.  The functional and aesthetic impact of digital photography in today’s society is investigated. 
This course is aimed at users with little or no experience of Adobe Photoshop.  Students must have access to their own 
digital camera. 

Note: Students with GD 158 cannot take VA 180 for further credit 

 
PREREQUISITES: none 
COREQUISITES: none 

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO: 
(a) Replaces:        Visual Arts 
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 
(b) Cannot take: GD 158 for further credit.       
  (Course #)  (Department/Program) 

TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    LENGTH OF COURSE:       
Lectures: 14 Hrs  HOURS PER DAY:  
Seminar: 6 Hrs    
Laboratory: 40 Hrs    
Field Experience:      Hrs    
Student Directed Learning:      Hrs    
Other (Specify):            Hrs    
    

MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 17  
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: annual 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: May 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: November  2009 
(Four years after UPAC final approval date) (MONTH YEAR) 

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:  
  
Course Designer(s):  Chairperson:  
 Grace Tsurumaru/Tetsuomi Anzai  Raymond Welch (Curriculum Committee) 
  
Department Head:  Dean:  
 Jacqueline Nolts  Eric Davis 
UPAC Approval in Principle Date:       UPAC Final Approval Date: December 7, 2005 
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

By the end of the course students will have: 
* learned the basic vocabulary used in digital photography 
* be able to identify and understand the features of Adobe Photoshop 
* have developed strategies for the scanning of negatives, prints, and slides 
* have learned digital printing and prepare images for final presentation 
* have learned alternate digital presentations techniques (web, projections, installations) 
* have a broader understanding of  the the function of digital images in terms  of their historical and contemporary contexts 
 
METHODS: 

Lectures/demonstrations 
Readings/discussions 
Technical exerciese and assignments 
Class critiques 

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  Yes  No 

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR: 

Interview and portfolia assessment 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: 
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:] 

Weinman E., Lourekas P., Photoshop for Windows & Macintosh.  Berkley, CA: Peachpit Press, 2004 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

students must have their own digital cameras 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: 
[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Technical Exercises              30% 
Midterm Project                     30% 
Final Project                          35% 
Participation/Attendance         5% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: 
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week: 
1.   Basics of menu navigation, preference settings, and file browser. 
      Introduction to tools and palettes. Digital image formats. 
2.   Scanning operations, pixel basics and colour modes. 
      Technical exercise. 
3.   Paint tools and other graphic tools. 
      Editing and repairing images. 
      Colour balancing and rescaling. 
4.   Layers and masks. 
      Technical exercise. 
5.   Project #1 assigned and lab time. 
      Lecture:  Photography in the digital age - Part I. 
6.   Lab time. 
7.   Midterm critique. 
8.   Creating type and applying text. 
      Technical exercise. 
9.   Printing. 
      Project #2 assigned. 
10. Lecture:  Photography in the digital age - Part II. 



 
11. Lab time. 
12. Lab time. 
13. Final critique.   
 
 

 


