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VA 240     Faculty of Arts – Visual Arts  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Indigenous Design and Technology: Special Topics III 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This course continues the study of traditional technology and design within a contemporary context. 
Students begin to work with intermediate techniques and principles of indigenous design, and will apply a 
greater understanding of cultural context in the creation of functional and aesthetic objects. 
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Prior completion of Indigenous Arts certificate; VA 140 and VA 141 with the 
same letter designation (for example, VA 140C and VA 141C are prerequisites 
for VA 240C) 

COREQUISITES:       
PRE or COREQUISITES:       

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 5 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 5 Hrs    
Laboratory: 40 Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience: 10 Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 17  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: every other year       
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: January 2011 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE:       
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: September 2014 
(four years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Tetsuomi Anzai  
Department Head: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: March 5, 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: December 4, 2009  
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: June 4, 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: June 4, 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: September 3, 2010  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 

• Refine techniques learned in VA 141 
• Demonstrate familiarity with intermediate design principles 
• Create their own design based on the traditional design principles learned 
• Utilize intermediate learning towards an applied and aesthetic purpose 
• Construct an object to a finished stage 
• Express an understanding of issues of cultural copyright and appropriation, and the meaning of traditional and 

contemporary context as it applies to the practice of techniques they have learned 
 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures, research, individual studio work, seminars. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment    Interview(s)  
 

 Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s):       
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

The Legacy: Tradition and Innovation in Northwest Coast Indian Art, by Steven C Brown and Paul Macapia, University of 
Washington Press, 1984 
Aboriginal Intangible Property in Canada: An Ethnographic Review by Brian Thom and Don Bairn, Industry Canada, 2004 
Art of the Northwest Coast, Aldona Jonaitis, University of Washington Press, 2006 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 
These vary from course to course 
 
STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Attendance, participation, and critiques   10% 
Research and understanding of customary protocols  10% 
Research presentation     15% 
Preparation of materials     10% 
Preparation of design     20% 
Refinement of project and final presentation  35% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Module 1 (Weeks 1-3) 
• Introduction of course content. 
• Discussion of how to situate customary protocols learned thus far in VA140+141 towards an intermediate understanding of 

historical and contemporary context. 
• Students research and prepare initial designs. 
 
Module 2 (Weeks 4-8) 
• Work on individual designs and projects. 
• Students continue to create designs in accordance with exploration of intermediate techniques. 
• Produce complimentary research to further expand their knowledge of historical and current indigenous and First Nations 

artists and designers. 
 
Module 3 (Weeks 9-13) 
• Students refine and finish projects. 
• Investigation of formal display and exhibition strategies.  
• Final critique of semester work. 
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