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Community Arts Practice

COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE

CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:

This course provides students with the opportunity to work as artist-citizens in the community by immersing them
in a creative collaborative production with cultural, educational, and/or community organizations. Under faculty
direction, a team of students will work in partnership with an organization to further develop their artistic skills,
facilitate their creative processes, increase their social analysis skills, and where possible, develop capacity and
strength in local groups. This course provides students with applied work experience with regard to developing
liaisons, negotiating concepts and design, and working within specified budget and time constraints.

PREREQUISITES: 6 VA credits
COREQUISITES:

SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S) SERVICE COURSE TO:
(@) Replaces:
(Course #) (Department/Program)
(b)  Cannot take: for further credit.
(Course #) (Department/Program)
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60 TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION
STRUCTURE OF HOURS: LENGTH OF COURSE:
Lectures: Hrs HOURS PER DAY:
Seminar: 15 Hrs
Laboratory: Hrs
Field Experience: 45 Hrs
Student Directed Learning: Hrs
Other (Specify): Hrs
MAXIMUM ENROLLMENT: 20
EXPECTED FREQUENCY OF COURSE OFFERINGS: annually
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only) [JYes I No
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department) X Yes [ No
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE: [ Yes [JNo

AUTHORIZATION SIGNATURES:

Course Designer(s): Chairperson:

J. Nolte; B. Frederick; S. Stefan Moira Kloster

Department Head: Dean:

Jacqueline Nolte Eric Davis
UPAC Approval in Principle Date: UPAC Final Approval Date: Mar. 30, 2007
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LEARNING OBJECTIVES / GOALS / OUTCOMES / LEARNING OUTCOMES:

Upon successful completion of this course students will:

< understand the potential of the arts as providing an effective bridge between people and communities

« understand community arts practice

« have learned teamwork skills with regard to problem solving, assuming initiative as well as assuming responsibility for allocated tasks,
punctuality, and diligent delivery of a service and product

< have developed technical skills necessary for the practical execution of the specified community project

* be able to negotiate design, project development, and execution with a client

* be able to work within specified technical, financial, and time constraints

be able to document and critique the process

METHODS:

Individual and group research, studio work, and field work,

PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR):
Credit can be awarded for this course through PLAR (Please check:)  [X] Yes ] No

METHODS OF OBTAINING PLAR:

Portfolio and interview.

TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS:
[Textbook selection varies by instructor. An example of texts for this course might be:]

Fundamentals of Arts Management, Dreeszen, Craig, Editor, Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts, 2003

The Citizen Artist: 20 Years of Art in the Public Arena, An Anthology from High Performance Magazine 1978-1998, Burnham &
Durland, Community Arts Network, http:/Amww.communityarts.net/ca/index.php

SUPPLIES / MATERIALS:

These vary depending on the community project undertaken. Supplies will be provided by the community arts group.

STUDENT EVALUATION:

[An example of student evaluation for this course might be:]

Punctuality and attendance 10%
Teamwork 10%
Communication (oral and written) 10%
Creative research 15%
Preparatory work 10%
Execution of final project 30%

Journal and written essay/critique of process 15%

COURSE CONTENT:
[Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:]

The delivery of course content will vary from section to section.
An example of one such course would be:

1. Week One: Introduction to the community client group (e.g. Elementary School), and dialogue regarding the requirements
(e.g. exterior murals on the school walls). Outline of required documentation process from description of project to
responsibilities, duties, and needs of organization.

2. Week Two: Visit to the site. Meeting with interested parties, including, for example, school teachers, students, parents, and
local members of the community. Learn to dialogue around various needs and visions. Collect and analyze information
about the organization and its relationship to the community. Begin process of informational interviews of the organization's
participants and other interested parties.

3. Week Three: Compilation of archival research and homework sketches based on individual research. Arriving at a joint



visual proposal.

Week Four: Budget requirements and planning: materials, supplies, transport, scaffolding. Learning to work from small
grids to large scale grids.

Weeks 5-11: On-site work with intermittent feedback from community group. Development of journal and completion of
individual written assessment of project.

Week 12: Group and community critique.



