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OFFICIAL UNDERGRADUATE COURSE OUTLINE INFORMATION 

 
Students are advised to keep course outlines in personal files for future use. 

Shaded headings are subject to change at the discretion of the department – see course syllabus available from instructor  
 

VA 402     Faculty of Arts – Visual Arts  3 
COURSE NAME/NUMBER  FACULTY/DEPARTMENT  UFV CREDITS 

Senior Studio I 
COURSE DESCRIPTIVE TITLE 

 
CALENDAR DESCRIPTION:  

This is a course of advanced, self-motivated studio practice that will include research and production of a body of work 
resulting in the technical, conceptual, and formal synthesis of two final projects. A focused semester plan will be 
submitted as the template for the term and will include a project thesis, statement of creative interests, timeline, and 
budget with costs involved in completing and presenting each project.   
 

 

PREREQUISITES: Two of the following: VA 322, VA 332, VA 352, VA 372, or VA 384. 
COREQUISITES:  
PRE or COREQUISITES: VA 401/AH 401 

 
SYNONYMOUS COURSE(S): SERVICE COURSE TO: (department/program) 
(a) Replaces:              
(b) Cross-listed with:              
(c) Cannot take:       for further credit.  

 
TOTAL HOURS PER TERM: 60  TRAINING DAY-BASED INSTRUCTION: 
STRUCTURE OF HOURS:    Length of course:       
Lectures: 14 Hrs  Hours per day:     
Seminar: 6 Hrs    
Laboratory: 40 Hrs  OTHER:  
Field experience:       Hrs  Maximum enrolment: 20  
Student directed learning:       Hrs  Expected frequency of course offerings: Annually  
Other (specify):             Hrs  (every semester, annually, every other year, etc.) 

 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (lower-level courses only)  Yes  No 
WILL TRANSFER CREDIT BE REQUESTED? (upper-level requested by department)  Yes  No 
TRANSFER CREDIT EXISTS IN BCCAT TRANSFER GUIDE:  Yes  No 

 
 

COURSE IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2006 
COURSE REVISED IMPLEMENTATION DATE: September 2011 
COURSE TO BE REVIEWED: January 2017 
(six years after UPAC approval) (month, year) 

Course designer(s): Bruce Pashak (reviewed by Brenda Fredrick)  
Department Head: Tetsuomi Anzai   Date approved: October 29, 2010  
Supporting area consultation (Pre-UPAC)   Date of meeting: November 12, 2010  
Curriculum Committee chair: John Carroll   Date approved: December 10, 2010  
Dean/Associate VP: Jacqueline Nolte   Date approved: December 10, 2010  
Undergraduate Program Advisory Committee (UPAC) approval   Date of meeting: January 28, 2011  
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LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to: 
• Demonstrate independent working skills to develop and resolve art projects that are contemporary, imaginative, 

socially relevant, and individually challenging. 
• Prepare and develop a semester plan with proficient project proposal. 
• Utilize critical thinking skills applied to research and production of a semester plan and resulting projects. 
• Articulate artistic intention, both written, oral, and in-group and individual critiques. 
• Demonstrate a philosophical and political engagement with current art practice and theory. 
• Participate in class discussions, seminars and critiques in an informed manner. 

 
METHODS: (Guest lecturers, presentations, online instruction, field trips, etc.) 

Lectures/demonstrations, class critiques, technical exercises, studio projects. 
 
METHODS OF OBTAINING PRIOR LEARNING ASSESSMENT RECOGNITION (PLAR): 

 Examination(s)   Portfolio assessment   Interview(s)    Other (specify):       
 

 PLAR cannot be awarded for this course for the following reason(s): This is a residency course taken in the final 
year of the BFA degree. The course has a co-requisite, AH 401/VA 401 (Senior Seminar I), and leads into participation 
in our annual graduation exhibition, making it extremely difficult to assess for PLAR. 
 
TEXTBOOKS, REFERENCES, MATERIALS: [Textbook selection varies by instructor. Examples for this course might be:] 

Monk, Phillip Struggles with the Image Essays in Art Criticism YYZ Books, Toronto 1988 ISBN:0-920397-06-9 

Randolph, Jean  Ethics of Luxury Materialism and Imagination, Published by YYZBOOKS and Plug In ICA/Plug In 
Editions  2007  ISBN: 0-920397-46-8 

Editor: Fisher, Jennifer Technologies of Intuition, Published by YYZBOOKS, Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art 
(MAWA) and DisplayCult  2006  ISBN: 0-920397-43-3 

Editor: Jim Drobnick  Aural Cultures Published by YYZBOOKS and Walter Philips Gallery Editions, the Banff Centre 
2004 ISBN: 0-920397-80-8 
 
SUPPLIES / MATERIALS: 

STUDENT EVALUATION: [An example of student evaluation for this course might be:] 

Studio projects      50% 
Semester plan/final presentation and report  25% 
Research presentation     15% 
Class participation/attendance    10% 
 
COURSE CONTENT: [Course content varies by instructor. An example of course content might be:] 

Week 1 Course introduction 
 Introduction to methods and resources for developing self directed projects 
 Studio space allocation 
  
Week 2 Individual introductory presentations with draft semester plans proposed 
 Schedule individual consultations (attendance req’d for individual consult time only) 
  
Week 3 Semester plan due    
 Individual consultations (approx. 20 - 30 minutes each) 
  
Week 4 Establish individual research presentation schedule 
 Work period 
 
Week 5 Instructor video/slide resource presentation 
 Work period 
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Course content continued: 
 
Week 6 Class presentations 
  
Week 7 Class presentations 
  
Week 8 Mid term group critique (work may be in progress) 
 Hand in project journals 
 
Week 9 Individual consultations 
 Work period 
 
Week 10 Instructor video/slide resource presentation 
 Work period 
 
Week 11 Individual consultations  
 Preparation/finalize for installation of works)   
 
Week 12 Individual consultations 
 Work period (prep/finalize for installation of works)  
 
Week 13 Individual presentations, group critique, hand in project final report/documentation and workbooks/journals 
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