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• Mill Lake Park is an urban park, and 

highly used in central Abbotsford.

• There are invasive and introduced 

horticultural species encroaching on 

the native species in the park.

• Improvement of wetland and forest 

habitats will increase wildlife 

biodiversity.

• To reduce fragmentation and enhance 

the visual aesthetics of the Park. 

• To create a mental escape from city 

life and to provide an educational 

experience. 

Why should we improve Wetland and 

Forest Biodiversity at Mill Lake Park?

Purpose

The purpose of our presentation is to in-

cooperate the research carried out by the 

Summer 2018  Biology Conservation class at 

UFV, in the investigation of wetland and forest 

biodiversity at Mill Lake Park, in Abbotsford, 

BC.

Increasing Wetland Biodiversity at Mill Lake Park through Habitat Restoration and Community 
Stewardship

Anne Amiliya Fernando, Cheyanne Schwab, Jay Mackay, Kaitlin James
University of the Fraser Valley 

References
City of Abbotsford. (2016). Strategic Plan Update. Retrieved from 
https://www.abbotsford.ca/Assets/2014+Abbotsford/Communications/Strategic+Vision+Documents/July+2016+Strategic+Plan+Update.pdf

Ferguson, Dan. (2017, 4 October). Battling Invasive Blackberries in Langley. The Langley Times. P. n/a. Retrieved from https://www.langleytimes.com/community/battling-
invasive-blackberries-in-langley/

City of Abbotsford. (2003). Mill Lake Action Plan Update. Abbotsford, B.C., Catherine Berris Associates Inc. 

City of Abbotsford (2014) 2014. Demographic Profiles. Abbotsford B.C., Planning and Development Services 
City of Burnaby, History of Central Park. Retrieved on June 13, 2018 from https://www.burnaby.ca/Things-To-Do/Explore-Outdoors/Parks/Central-Park/History.html
Dixon, G., Aldous, D., (2014) Horticulture: Plants for People and Places, NY, London: Springer

Dwyer, F., Mcpherson, E.G., Schroeder, H.W., & Rowntree, R. (1992). Assessing the benefits and costs of the urban forest. J. Arbor. 18. 

Karjalainen, E., Sarjala, T., & Raitio, H. (2010). Promoting human health through forests: overview and major challenges. Environmental Health and Preventive Medicine, 
15(1), 1–8.

Fraser Valley Invasive Species Society. (2018). Retrieved from https://www.fraservalleyweeds.com/
Canadian Forest Services. (2018). Treebook of BC. Retrieved from https://www.for.gov.bc.ca/hfd/library/documents/treebook/treebook.pdf

Improving forest

diversity by introducing native 

tree species and growing understory plants

Supporting 

wetland biodiversity by the removal of invasive 

species through community stewardship

Public Awareness through 

Signage and Advertisement

Some native tree 

species include:

1. Red, White & 

Black Spruce

2. Balsam Fir

3. Tamarack

4. Western Red 

Cedar

5. Paper Birch

Some understory plants:

1. Sword Fern

2. Salal

3. Salmon-berry

4. False lily of the Valley

Invasive plant Species at 

Mill lake Park:

1. Himalayan 

Blackberry

2. Yellow Flag Iris 

3. Creeping Buttercup

4. Meadow Buttercup

5. Reed Canary Grass

6. Morning Glory

7. English Ivy

• In-operating signage at Mill Lake 

Park to enhance the outdoor 

educational experience.

• Providing species’ descriptions on 

the Mill Lake Park website.

Enhancing unused areas of the park to introduce 

pollinator gardens and increase human interaction. 

• Increase the population of bees, butterflies, humming birds etc. by adding pollinator gardens.

• Reduce maintenance of park by using native grasses.
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