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Project 
Overview
UFV is adding 
student housing 
to the Abbotsford 
campus.
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Student 
Housing 
Project

North 
Courtyard

South 
Courtyard

148,400 sqft floor area 

~80,000 sqft site area

396 beds

10 study rooms

6 social spaces

1 multipurpose space

U-House



Project Values

INTEGRITY | letse o sqwelewel
This housing will create purposeful and intentional 
living opportunities, that are reflective of the whole 
student, builds resilience, instills safety, comfort and 
offers individualized flexibility by creating a sense of 
belonging.

INCLUSIVITY | lexwsq’eq’ostexw
This housing will connect students with learning, with 
a multitude of diverse communities, with Stó꞉lō
Temexw and with the university environment. It will be 
inviting, universally inclusive by design, rich with 
supportive technology and functionally relevant.

COMMUNITY | st’let’elawtexw
We will create a “community within a community”. It 
will be a hub for the University Campus with the 
comfort and conveniences of home. It will be a home 
away from home, with dynamic spaces that allow 
privacy and personal well-being balanced with a 
vibrant social interaction. The building itself will 
promote integrated experiences and seamless 
learning opportunities.

EXCELLENCE | ey shxweli
We will build a facility that is visually and viscerally 
inspirational where students want to be. Achieving 
excellence in project delivery. This project and 
building will be sustainable in the broadest terms: 
ecologically and honouring Stó꞉lō Temexw.



Connect with Campus

Connect with Land

Connect with People

Design 
Principles

People

Campus

Land

Scales of Connection



Campus Context
The location of the new student residence 
is close to the campus heart, located in an 
area with views to Mount Baker and 
adjacent to the Student Recreation Centre.
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Site Plan
The new Student Housing 
building includes two 
courtyard spaces, bike 
storage and a mews that 
connect through to the heart 
of campus.



Street View (Gillis Avenue looking north)



North Courtyard



South Courtyard



Ground Floor Upper Floor(s)

Building Floor Plans

RESIDENT ENTRANCE

NORTH COURTYARD

SOUTH COURTYARD

NORTH COURTYARD

SOUTH COURTYARD

VISITOR ENTRANCE 



Unit Plans

Quad Suite Quad Suite (Barrier Free) 

Single SuiteStudio Single Suite (Barrier Free)



SCALES OF COMMUNITY : ARRIVAL & GATHERING
Places of arrival and gathering on the ground floor could look like the images below.

GREAT ROOM

LOBBY

Disclaimer - Furniture as depicted is for illustrative purposes only.

LOBBY

GREAT
ROOM



SCALES OF COMMUNITY : CAMPUS CULTURAL SPACE

123 people

60 people

26/30 people

MULTIPURPOSE/  
CEREMONIAL

LOBBY

The cultural space on the ground floor could look like the images below.

Disclaimer - Furniture as depicted is for illustrative purposes only.

MULTIPURPOSE/  
CEREMONIAL

MULTIPURPOSE/  
CEREMONIAL

LOBBY

LOBBY



SCALES OF COMMUNITY : MULTIPURPOSE SPACE

130 people

The multipurpose space acts as a flexible room for many events.

MULTIPURPOSE

230 people

148 people 77 people

LOUNGE

LOUNGE

LOUNGE

Disclaimer - Furniture as depicted is for illustrative purposes only.

MULTIPURPOSE

MULTIPURPOSE



SCALES OF COMMUNITY GATHERING: 
FLOOR LOUNGE & SHARED KITCHEN

LOUNGE

Disclaimer - Furniture as depicted is for illustrative purposes only.



SCALES OF COMMUNITY GATHERING: 
LAUNDRY & STUDY AREAS

LAUNDRY

STUDY

STUDY

Disclaimer - Furniture as depicted is for illustrative purposes only.

LAUNDRY



PATTERNS & COLOURS
Taking inspiration from the stunning Fraser Valley.

Inspiration

LEVEL FOUR- The Forest

LEVEL THREE- The Rainfall

LEVEL TWO- The Farmland

MAIN LEVEL- The Water

LEVEL FIVE- The Riverbed

LEVEL SIX- The Mounta ins

Palette



Project Timeline & Construction

February 2 0 2 3

Design Stage Begins

February 2 0 2 4

Construction Begins

September 2 0 2 5

Building Occupancy 
(targeted)



Thank You!



UFV DINING HALL
Town Hall Presentation
March 6, 2024



Project Overview

       Vision and Needs

Site and Context

Concepts and engagement

Design, Plans and Materials

Next Steps

Agenda



Where are we at?
Schedule and Budget

Schedule

• BP  has been achieved

• Site Mobilization Dec 2023

Budget

• Tender presented March, 2024



DESIGN EXCELLENCE
Thinkspace’s Methodology



Context
Site

Future Student 
Housing

Future Dining Hall



Context
Campus Plan



Context
Site



Context
Site



Context
Site

B
A



Concepts and Engagement



Your Ideas
 Vision Cards



Your Ideas
Precedents



Natural Materials ConnectivityA place to stayCampus Hub

Precedent Images 



DESIGN DRIVERS
Campus Hub & Weaving



Connection to 
Landscape

Campus Hub

Natural Materials

Indoor/Outdoor 
connections

Weaving

DESIGN DRIVERS
Concepts



DESIGN DRIVERS
Concepts and Place Making

A place to stay
Connections
Complex renovation
Campus Beacon
Connection to Landscape
Indoor/Outdoor connections
Weaving
Natural Materials
Best food ever!

 



Design Drivers
Context:  Complex renovation



Section
Atrium Section View



Exterior
Entry/Campus/Culture



Exterior
Campus  Beacon



Exterior
Campus View



Exterior
Entry/Campus/Culture



Exterior
Renderings



Materials
Exterior



Level 1
Axonometric



Level 1
Dining Hall Servery Entry

Ideas
Ideas. 2024 new 
UFV logo as an 

opportunity

Naming 
opportunities



Plan - RCP
Level 1

Wood Slat Ceilings 

Acoustic Ceiling Panels

Acoustic Baffle Ceilings 



Level 1
Dining Hall Servery



Level 2
Axonometric



Level 2
Proposed Plan



Level 2
Renderings



Seating areas
Renderings



Materials
Interiors



Wood Slat Ceilings

Level 2
Level 2  - Reflected Ceiling Plan

Skylight Cut Out of Wood Slats Wood Weave Ceilings



Building Systems

• Mass timber floors, walls and roof

• Sustainable re-use of concrete

• Mechanical load sharing, heat pumps 

to augment HVAC systems

• LED and lighting controls, sensors, 

daylight harvesting



Next Steps
For the Team

• Tender costs presented March, 2024

• Construction Administration Jan 2024 to Aug 2025



T H A N K  Y O U !



Thank You!



Construction Update
March 6, 2024

University of the Fraser Valley 

Dining Hall Expansion and Student Housing



Student Housing Construction 
Site Perimeter

• Partial road closure

• Change in traffic patterns 

through campus

• Reduced parking on Lot 10 

• Anticipated paving of 

gravel lot



Dining Hall Construction 
Site Perimeter



Temporary Access Road to 
Building B Site

• For the transportation of equipment 

& materials to/from construction site

• Anticipated start date: April

• Campus green restored after 

construction



Building B Disruptions

• Construction noise and vibration

• Possible disruption to water and electricity

• Changes to circulation in building B



Mitigating impact on operations

• Developing signage to inform wayfinding

• Flyers in high visibility areas



Alternate food services on campus

Mitigating impact on operations



Mitigating impact on operations

• Developing 

workplans in 

collaboration with 

impacted 

administrators and 

the contractor



• Capital Projects website, and blog

• Campus Planning and Facilities (CPFM) news

• Construction notices

• Weekly briefs to the CFO/VP Admin. Office

• Targeted emails

• myUFV

• UFV Now, UFV Blog posts   

Campus Communications



Monitor construction through our time lapse cameras

Dining Hall Site

Watch the progress…

Student Housing Site

Scan QR Code Scan QR Code



Thank You!



Questions?
Comments?
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