
 
MINUTES 

BACHELOR OF ARTS PROGRAM COMMITTEE (BAPC) 
June 11, 2013 – 1:00 pm 

Room C1421 

 
Present: Amanda McCormick, Betty-Joan Traverse, Bruce Kirkley, Cherish Forster, Claire Beaney, Elaine Newman, 
Ian Affleck, John Carroll, Martha Dow, Michael Maschek, Susan Fisher, Wayne Henry 
 
Recorder: Angie Reid 
 
1 FOR APPROVAL 
 

1.1 Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for June 11, 2013 
 
MOTION: 
To adopt the BAPC agenda for June 11, 2013 as presented. 
A. McCormick / E. Newman 
CARRIED 

 
1.2 Approve the BAPC minutes of May 7, 2013. 

 
B. Traverse would like a change made to page 2 of the minutes. Some further 
explanation is required in regards to how students may fulfill the Global 
Communication breadth requirement. She will e-mail A. Reid the wording 
change. 
 
MOTION: 
To approve the BAPC minutes of May 7, 2013 with the change noted above. 
C. Beaney / C. Forster 
CARRIED 

 
2 FOR DISCUSSION 
 

2.1 Change to the residency requirement in the BA 
 
Change 1 is intended to clarify the residency requirement for students. Change 2 
gives department heads and advisors the option to refuse declarations if 
required. 
 
MOTION: 
To approve the change to the residency requirement in the BA. 
B. Kirkley / W. Henry 

 
2.2 New BA requirements framework 

 
2.2.1. Communication 
 
2.2.2. Ethical reasoning 
 
2.2.3. Review of changes to Canadian identity 
 



Bachelor of Arts Committee 
(June 11, 2013) 
 

 
Page 2 of 3 

2.2.4. Defining "cultural competence" 
 
2.2.5. Historical understanding: criteria? 
 
2.2.6. Balance of humanities and social sciences in breadth? 
 
2.2.7. Defining the capstone 
 
2.2.8. Resourcing "applied learning"  
 
Memo from Michelle Rhodes 
The group reviewed a memo sent by Michelle Rhodes, the Department Head of 
Geography, outlining her concerns regarding the proposed breadth requirement 
changes to the BA. 
In response to item 2, the balance of Humanities and Social Sciences in 
breadth, this is a problem that the group recognizes and is trying to resolve. 
Some of the possible resolutions are: 
 Adding a note stating that at least 3 credits must be obtained within the 

Humanities and 3 credits within the Social Sciences. 
 Change the wording of the breadth so that it is less Humanities biased. One 

suggestion was to change the name of "Living in the World: Cultural 
Competence" to "Interacting in the World." 

In response to item 6, which asked what the goal of the new framework is, the 
group had set goals at the retreat, but recognize that they may need to be re-
emphasized in future documents so that it does not appear that the proposed 
requirements are arbitrary. 
 
Changes to Breadth Categories 
The group decided to add a seventh breadth category focused on the 
environment. The requirement will remain that students must take 15 credits 
which satisfy at least 5 of the categories. The group also decided to remove the 
requirement that these credits must be obtained outside of the student's major or 
extended minor. 
 
2.2.1 
The group is split between the merits of a dedicated writing course such as 
ENGL 105 and the merits of learning to write in your discipline. We still need to 
determine the criteria for a "writing intensive" course. 
 
2.2.2 
W. Henry stated that there could be many courses in a variety of disciplines 
which touch on the theme of ethical reasoning, such as a history course about 
slavery. He proposed using ARTS 277 as a vehicle for delivering the ethical 
reasoning outcomes: an instructor would take an existing course and reshape it 
into the framework of 277 with those specific relevant themes expanded and 
highlighted. 
 
2.2.6 
This discussion took place while discussing the memo from Michelle Rhodes. 
See above for comments. 
 
Global Communication 
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B. Traverse indicated that if we are accepting a 3 credit equivalent to this breadth 
category, then we should consider accepting grade 11 language classes instead 
of grade 12. The group was not comfortable with this idea and decided to remove 
note 1 from "Proposal: Notes to add to the Global Communication Breadth 
Requirement" (page 11 of the agenda package) to remove any mention of high 
school language classes. Students can still challenge this breadth through PLAR. 
 
The remaining agenda items were tabled due to time constraints. 
 
 

ADJOURNED
 


