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. 
 1 FOR APPROVAL 

. 
       1.1. Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for October 31, 

2014 

 

MOTION: 

The Bachelor of Arts Program Committee agenda for October 31, 2014 was 
adopted as presented 

B. Kirkley / E. Newman 

APPROVED 
. 
       1.2. Approve the BAPC minutes of May 2, 2014 

 

MOTION: 

That the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee minutes of May 2, 2014 be 
approved as presented 

W. Henry / G. Laghzaoui 

APPROVED  
. 
 2 FOR DISCUSSION 
. 
       2.1. BA Program Committee Terms of Reference 

 
The Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Terms of Reference was updated in 
May. The updated Terms of Reference emphasize the fact that BAPC is a place 
of discussion and is an advisory committee.  

Recommendations will go forward to CACC and CAC. The BAPC now has 
representatives from faculties.   

 

Discussion about the updated Terms of Reference followed and included the 
following points: 

 

 Each BAPC member can report to their own faculty areas, with a 
reminder that “faculty” means Social Sciences, Humanities, or Creative 
Arts.  Members can share BAPC discussions with their departments, but 
should remember that they are at the table representing a larger group. 
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 The Terms of Reference were changed as well as the number of 
members. This occurred due to the absences of members at meetings 
which led to inconsistency and delays in the group’s work. It was 
thought that by having a smaller and consistent group, this will no longer 
be a problem.  

 BAPC is an advisory committee with no decision-making power, so 
having representatives from every discipline is no longer necessary.  

 BAPC now reports to CAC and the minutes are circulated to the Dean’s 
Office.   

 BFAPC reports any business from BAPC. 

 BAPC is an open communication group where each representative can 
bring forth issues or agenda items to be discussed by the committee.  

. 
       2.2. BA Program Requirements September 2014  

 

The First Nations Studies (FNST) courses may now count towards the 55 
credits of electives in the BA Program Requirements. The First Nations Studies 
courses are currently housed in Social Work under Professional Studies.  This 
allows students to move from diplomas that require FNST into the BA. 

 

MOTION: 

That First Nations Studies (FNST) courses will now count towards the 55 
credits of electives in the BA’s Program Requirements. 

S. Piper / D. Hudson 

APPROVED 

 

ACTION: 

 E. Newman will submit this memo as approved by BAPC to CACC.  
. 
 3         Next Meeting: November 28, 2014 

 

The following points were discussed regarding future meetings at BAPC: 
 

 There is a Task Force that is working on a revised BA. A 
representative from the Task Force will present in January and any 
information or documents will be circulated in advance. 

 The minutes and agenda are located on the BAPC website: 
(http://www.ufv.ca/arts/committees/ba-program/meeting-information/)  

 The discussion of minors vs. extended minors and 3 credit vs. 4 credits 
will continue in the near future. 

 Teachable subjects will continue to be discussed. 
 

ACTION: 

 Report from the Task Force and documents will be circulated in 
advance of the BAPC meeting in January. 

 The discussion of minors vs. extended minor and 3 credit vs. 4 credits 
will be brought forward to the November BAPC agenda for an update. 
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ADJOURNED 
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BAPC: Follow-up reports as requested at October 31
st
, 2014 meeting 

 

The removal of extended minors: 

 

This idea was raised in 2013-14. The rationale for such a move included: 

- The desire to simplify UFV program pathways 

o Would presumably simplify the calendar and advising 

o Would make degree audit software transition easier 

o Would simplify program review process for some areas 

o Would potentially simplify student choice – minor or major instead of minor, 

extended minor, or major 

- The questioning of the value of an extended minor within a larger context 

o Very few institutions offer an extended minor: UFV has them as a remnant of our 

affiliation with SFU 

o The desire to see more rigorous minors: UFV extended minors often mimic the 

rigour attached to minors at other institutions 

 So, what is the value of the UFV minor? 

o Some departments were using the extended minor as a teachable subject offering 

for future teachers, but investigations showed that most did not include sufficient 

credits for students to be able to use them as such.  

 If extended minors would be revised to increase the credits required, 

perhaps it would make sense to just revise the minors to add rigour and 

credits and remove the extended minors.  

 

The idea met with significant criticism from particular circles. Some of the main points: 

- There are programs which do not have majors; therefore, the extended minor is their 

highest credential. 

- Extended minors are very popular with students.  

- Do we really want to remove choices for students? 

- We can tweak extended minors to ensure they meet the requirements for teachable 

subjects; we don’t have to get rid of them. 

- Minors offer the equivalent of concentrations for students; they are often quite open-

ended and allow students to take a series of courses in a subject area they enjoy without 

having to commit to a more regimented program of study.  

 

Current status of the discussion: Closed 

 

The main proponent of this idea is no longer at the institution and there are no further discussions 

taking place at any level regarding removing the extended minors. The discussion seems to be 

completed and there are no plans to remove the credential or to encourage departments to do so 

at this time. 
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Revising courses from 4 credits to 3 credits: 

 

This idea has been on various agendas since late in 2013 and emerged as a result of various 

conversations in relation to program review, curriculum and program revision, BA revision, and 

new degrees. Key points reflect a variety of areas: 

- Programs: 

o Some program reviews highlighted that 4-credit courses decrease the breadth of 

majors because students take fewer courses overall. Those considering revision of 

their majors noted the same thing. The issue emerges, too, in the context of new 

programs.  

o Issues also arose in discussions around the new BA. The proposal includes pieces 

like an e-portfolio, courses which emphasize integrated learning, and both depth 

and breadth in skills and knowledge. Making all of this fit within a framework 

which includes 3- and 4-, and sometimes even 5-, credit courses is challenging.  

- Curriculum revision: 

o Some have questioned the pedagogical sense, or lack thereof, of the 4-credit 

course. 

- External comparisons: 

o Many note that the 4-credit undergraduate course is not common, particularly in 

Arts disciplines where there are no labs. As with the extended minors, this is a 

piece we inherited from SFU. Many other institutions within the BCCAT system, 

for example, award 3 credits for both lower- and upper-level courses, raising 

occasional issues with course articulation.  

- Workload: 

o Some faculty have complained for a long time that the 4
th

 hour of the 4-credit 

course is essentially unpaid.  

 

Responses – Responses have been both supportive and critical: 

- Supportive: 

o Would ensure greater breadth in majors 

o Would increase possibility of students completing double majors 

o Allows more to be done within a degree 

o Would bring greater parity between UFV and other institutions 

o Would end the 4-hour courses (which make little pedagogical sense) 

- Critical: 

o Many have adopted varied pedagogical approaches to ensure dynamic 4-credit 

courses and would miss being able to do so much in a longer block 

o Could negatively impact student time to completion 

 At present, students taking all 4-credit courses at the upper-level need to 

take 15 courses at that level to satisfy their 60 credits. If those courses all 

became 3 credits, students would need to take 20 courses. Given that 

students think about their course load in terms of courses not credits and 

the average student takes 3 courses a semester, this would increase time to 

completion by 2 semesters.  

o The 3-credit/4-credit model immediately indicates to students the higher 

expectations and workload of upper-level courses.  
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Current status of the discussion: Ongoing 

 

There is a small group continuing to explore this issue, but it has ceased to be a priority, largely 

because of budget. Decreasing 4-credit courses to 3-credits at this time is not fiscally feasible 

even if it might make good pedagogical, program, and curriculum sense. Some programs, when 

adding new courses, have decided to offer upper-level courses at 3 credits rather than 4, while 

others have made a few adjustments to existing courses, lowering their credit value to 3. Most, 

however, have maintained the status quo. 

 

UEC is also exploring this issue, but within a larger context. A sub-committee is considering the 

entire context of credit value, including 5-credit courses in the sciences and the issue of 

vocational credit and, potentially, credit for Continuing Education courses. This group is 

attempting to create a set of criteria which can be used for determining the appropriate credit 

value of a course.  

 

Requiring a second language for the BA: 

 

This issue has been discussed at length by various parties within the College of Arts. Resources 

do not exist at this time to mandate a second language for all students within the BA. The revised 

BA, however, will include within it ways that a second language can be used to satisfy core 

requirements of the degree. Our hope is that this will encourage more students to consider 

learning a second language as part of their BA until such time that resources permit mandating 

such learning.  
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