
 

 

MINUTES 

BACHELOR OF ARTS PROGRAM COMMITTEE 

November 13, 2015 

1 pm – Room C1429 

 
Present: Alisa Webb (chair), Bruce Kirkley, Doug Hudson, Elaine Newman, Ghizlane Laghzaoui, Rachael Letkeman 
(recorder), Stephen Piper, Sylvie Murray, Wayne Henry 
 
1. FOR APPROVAL 

 
1.1. Adopt the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee Agenda for November 13, 

2015 
 
MOTION: 
That the BAPC agenda of November 13, 2015 be adopted as presented 
S. Piper / W. Henry 
CARRIED 

 
1.2. Approve the Bachelor of Arts Program Committee minutes of September 

11, 2015 
 
MOTION: 
That the BAPC minutes of September 11, 2015 be approved with minor revisions 
W. Henry / E. Newman 
CARRIED 

 
2. FOR DISCUSSION 

 
2.1. The New BA and a Language Requirement 

  
It was noted that this meeting is to discuss the fundamental question of the 
second language requirement within the BA. BAPC is not expected to make a 
decision, or recommendation but rather to discuss and reflect, with all discussion 
being sent to the BA Task Force for review.  
  
As a result of questions raised by BAPC, it was noted that the mandate of the BA 
Task Force was to create a proposal for a new BA which involved reviewing past 
discussions, attending an intensive workshop as well as bi-weekly meetings over 
the past year. The task force is a stand-alone committee that is required to 
consult with existing committees within the College of Arts.  
 
BAPC members then began by articulating their perspectives on a proposed 
language requirement, with several noting their support for such an addition to 
the proposal. Members discussed the value of second language learning, 
including its contribution to global citizenship and individual development. 
  
From there, the BAPC began to consider the various proposals put forth by 
MOLA regarding a second language requirement. The most recent proposal 
indicated a desire for a separate requirement in addition to allowing second 
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language courses to satisfy Intercultural Engagement or the second 
communication course (as previously proposed by the BATF).A. Webb requested 
that MOLA provide clarity on the specifics of a stand-alone requirement, including 
issues around pre-requisites and learning outcomes.  
  
 
Some BAPC members raised concerns regarding accessibility for students, and 
whether or not those who did not take a language 11 or 12 in their language of 
choice, would be required to take more than the required 3 or 6 credits, thus 
putting them at a disadvantage. It was also noted that it is often beneficial to 
allow students as much choice as possible when building their degrees, as this 
creates more engaged learners. 
  
Finance has done some research, and advised that a 3-credit language 
requirement would likely be feasible within the current budget, whereas a 6-credit 
requirement would require a re-allocation of resources.  
   
Based on current information, the BATF recommends proceeding without the 
addition of a language requirement. A. Webb, on behalf of the BATF, requested 
additional information from MOLA so as to review the most recent second 
language requirement proposal and its potential effect.  
  
A number of BAPC members felt strongly that a language requirement should be 
included as a separate requirement within the new BA. This information will be 
brought back to the BA Task Force for discussion.  

 
3. FOR INFORMATION 

 
3.1. Next Meeting: December 4, 2015 

 


